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by Max S. Lnle
The upcoming fiftieth anniversary of the "terrible winter" of 1944-
1945 in Europe has resurrected a host of memories. The proximate reason
for this was a decision to transcribe 213 letters I had written to my late
wife, Georgiana Aspley LaIe, spanning my arrival on the continent in
September 1944 and my departure through the port of Marseilles fourteen
months later. In between, I had seen something of England, France,
Belgium, and Germany and had fought in the Battle of the Bulge, at the
crossing of the Roef River, at the Remagen Bridge, at the Ruhr Pocket, and
in the Bavarian Pur~ui.t.
These letters report to my wife on the climactic months of a military
career which began in the ROTC unit at the University of Oklahoma in
1934. Starting with horse-drawn French 75mm guns left over from World
War I, it ended as I worked for Thiokol, a firm located near Marshall, which
produced missile motors for the Anny's Sergeant and Pershing weapons
systems, a near-incredible leap in weaponry for one lifetime. Call it ego,
nostalgia, or consciousness of mortality, but I since have had the typed tran-
scripts bound for family members.
I set myself the ta~k of transcribing the letters after a battlefield tour in
1992 with several others who had served together as ~econd lieutenants in
1940, one of whom had simi lar letters he had written. Fortunately,
Georgiana had saved my own letters, some of which had become brittle and
on which the ink was fading - a difficulty which was complicated by
cataract surgery as I worked - but survive they had.
Anned with a reserve commission in the field artillery, 1 had volun-
teered in 1940, seventeen months before Pearl Harbor, for a one-year tour
of active duty. The monthly pay of $125 was attractive, though the quarters
allowance of $40 did not cover the expense of an apartment. I was assigned
to the 12th Field Artillery, the general support regiment of the Second
Division at Fort Sam Houston.
The 12th was a proud regiment, entitled to wear the Frenchfourragere,
as were all the division's units, for World War I service. Maxwell Taylor,
later Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who commanded the 12th for a
year, wrote of it that it "was a splendid representative of the Old Army at its
best, manned by professional soldiers who had spent much of their service
in it. There were five batteries, and each had a first sergeant with at least ten
years in that grade." I
This was at a time when many of the World War II leaders were fight-
ing "the hump," the infamous lock-step promotion system dating from the
end of World War 1. When I reported, Dwight Eisenhower was a lieutenant
colonel quartered on Staff Post, just around the parade ground from the
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12th's headquarters. Walter Krueger and William H. Simpson, both des-
tined to become field anny commanders in combat, commanded the divi-
sion while I was a member. J.C.H. Lee, also a division commander, became
Communications Zone commander in Europe during World War II.
Maxwell Taylor was a captain in the files when he commanded the 12th,
and I was a first lieutenant on his staff as 5-2, intelligence.
As an officer in Battery C of the 12th I served with several other lieu-
tenants who achieved rank and distinction during and after World War II.
Several of them appear in the letters. Among them was Herron N. Maples
of Bonham, now living quietly in retirement in San Antonio, whose final
duty assignment was as inspector general and auditor general of the Army,
in the grade of lieutenant general.
My next stop was the battery officers course at the Field Artillery
School at Fort Sill, where I had attended ROTC summer camp in 1937. Our
graduation party was held at the Polo Club, which later burned, the evening
of Saturday, December 6. Coincidentally, the Second Division Artillery was
at Sill serving temporarily as school troops for the expanding numbers of
battery officers and officer candidates at the school.
Because of the congestion of students using the firing ranges during the
week, the only opportunity for the 12th's officers to hold service practice on
a new range was on week ends. Such a practice was scheduled for Sunday,
December 7. As a brand new graduate, I was assigned to conduct the prac-
tice on the west range that morning. Suffering the consequences of the party
the night before, Twas about my task when a cloud of dust approached the
observation point from the south. It was the division artillery commander
come to announce the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Shortly T was assigned as a gunnery instructor at the school. It was a
pleasant, if arduous assignment, lasting a year. Early in 1943, with new bat-
talions proliferating in the building anny, I was ordered as S-3 (plans and
training officer) to a new battalion, the 261st, to be organized on the post at
Fort Sill. The 261st was organized as one of several others as~igned to the
new 401 st Field Artillery Group, the first such organization in the Army.
We trained at Camp Swift, at Bastrop near Austin, where we received
our draftee fillers, in our case from the Mormon areas of the northwest.
They and our officer and NCO cadre hardly spoke the same language,
being Virginians, and consequently had considerable trouble understanding
each other, as did the mess sergeants who served coffee, tea, and colas in
their mess halls. It was at Camp Swift that we watched heavily-guarded
train loads of German prisoners descend to the cage from North Africa, still
in desert combat dress.
Early in the fall, the group and its attached battalions were ordered to
Fort Sill as school troops - providing the weapons and crews for service
practice, conducting tactical demonstrations and participating in the so-
called fire power demonstrations for all students. Demonstrating the mass-
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ing of fires, the latter was a technique which the group headquarters
employed with marked success in many TOT (time on target) missions
against German fonnations.
In the spring of 1944 I was ordered to attend the advanced course at
the school. It was during this course, shortly before graduation, that I was
transferred from the 261 st battalion to the 401 st group as executive officer,
a slot in the tables which called for a lieutenant colonel. I had hardly fin-
ished the course when the group and its six battalions were moved to Camp
Polk. outside Leesville, Louisiana. In the officer's latrine only the second or
third day after we arrived I learned of the D-Day landings in Nonnandy.
Three months later, the group and three of its battalions were ordered to
Europe, three battalions to the Pacific. Because his battalion was bound for
the latter, one of the commanders made me the gift of a down sleeping bag
he had bought. I put it to good use in the terrible winter of 1944-1945.
OUf port of embarkation was New York through Camp Shanks. We
were delayed in sailing for three weeks while the Queen Elizabeth under-
went some refitting. The delay allowed for visits in the city, during which
this country boy could see his home state celebrated in the great musical
"Oklahoma!" with the original cast. Once on the Atlantic, the Queen screw
delighted in the quip that if we were attacked by submarines, the sensible
thing to do was to run a bathtub of water, because it was better to drown in
wann water than in the cold Atlantic.
When we reached the coastal waters of Ireland, we were joined by
British corvets, accompanied by dolphins, which escorted us to an anchor-
age down firth from Glasgow, opposite Greenoch, Scotland. Carrying our
personal gear, including monstrously heavy gas-proof uniforms, we were
lightered directly to the railway station at Greenoch, the first of 13,500
troops off the ship. Within hours we were on our way overnight to
Southampton. Laden with our gear, we marched immediately to the harbor
area and boarded a small vessel previously in the mail service to South
Africa. The next morning we went over the side on scramble nets and into a
landing craft captained by a young ensign. He made three attempts before
he could position his awkward vessel to lower the ramp onto the sands of
Omaha Beach, still protected by tethered blimps and littered with debris
from the landings.
It was from an apple orchard bivouac at Valognes, near Cherbourg.
that I wrote the first of the 213 letters. It wa.." there, too, where I was pro-
moted to lieutenant colonel. I had to borrow a pair of silver leaves until
Georgiana could get me a pair from the States.
There followed two months of rain, mud, cold, and finally sleet before
we could round up all the equipment we had been required to leave aboard
our transport. Finally, everything in hand, we were committed east of
Aachen on the boundary between the British and our own Ninth Army, the
first of three American annies wi th which we worked dunng our combat.
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This was during the tumultuous days following the German breakthrough
the middle of December, the so-called Battle of the Bulge.
Shortly we found ourselves in Belgium, on the north shoulder of the
bulge and serving in First Army, firing in support of the 30th Infantry
Division and serving as a fire direction center for the XVIII Airborne Corps
Artillery, still in England. When the bulge eventually was collapsed. we
were off to the Roer River to support a crossing and then chasing Germans
toward Cologne, on the Rhine River. The surprise capture of the Remagen
Bridge led us upstream to positions from which we managed a dozen battal-
ions, ranging from 3-inch AA guns to a battalion of 240mm giants. We
crossed the ri ver on one of the pontoon bridges thrown across before the
railroad bridge collapsed. I had seen it just ten minutes before it fell in the
water.
Chasing Germans again, we were in on the kill at the Ruhr Pocket,
where 400,000 German troops surrendered. From there we joined the Third
Army in Bavaria, commanded by George Patton, whose (personal) mission
- beyond saving the Lipanzer horses in Austria - was to prevent a retreat to
the much-discussed redoubt in the Alps. The end of hostilities found us
well below Munich, within striking distance of Czechoslovakia.
During 1,200 map miles travelled and 14] days of continuous combat,
the battalions under 40] st Field Artillery Group's control had fired 75,214
rounds of ammunition.
In reading and transcribing my letters for the first time almost half a
century after they were written, I was struck by perceptions which today I
hardly would credit to a 28-year-old. The rapid maturing of this person, as
evidenced by the changes reflected in the letters, amazes me still. rt is a
stretch of memory to realize I had shared the responsibilities for as much
fire power as we employed in pursuit of General Eisenhower's mission to
liberate the continent of Europe.
Too, I was struck by the frequency with which [ bumped into and was
visited by friends, both military and civilian. One was a professor at the
university (a civilian, perhaps on the ass payroll) with whom I had dinner
once at the "Willow Run" mess in London's Grosvenor House. 2 Perhaps the
most unlikely reunion occurred alongside a muddy road in Gennany on a
wet and cold day as I waited for traffic to thin. A voice called out to me by
name from a passing command car. It was Albert Schutz. with whom I had
served in the 12th FA in 1940 and 1941 but had not seen since.3
It all sounds like so long ago but yet so near.
With no intention to sound chauvinistic, in the words of a soldier from
the last century, I am glad I had "a finger in that pie."4
The following are excerpts from a few of the letters written a half-
century ago.
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Letter No. 1 France
3 October 1944
The trip over was fine and most uneventful. Wilson and I had one of
the finest cabins on the ship (we shared it with fOUf other majors) and nei-
ther of us was sick. Ray Broadfoot was aboard~ coming over for his second
~ trip ... A couple of my students were also aboard, as well as people from
practically all the allied annies~ so it was quite interesting. There were
many evidences of the war already, and it is quite apparent that the French
people are suffering again, as they have every so often for many centuries.
Letter No.2 France
4 October
I have practically nothing left in my luggage - I'm wearing most of the
stuff I brought along in my val-pack. I only wish now I had more of it, but




We got a line yesterday on my bedding roll ". I should be in such a
place that I can put my hands on it tomorrow ... guess if I am going to fon-
dle the solid rubber arctics and the two pairs of shoes and the double,




Somebody already had beaten me to my slicker and suit of pajamas I
had put in the bedding roll, but the sleeping bag and arctics were still there-
they made a good deal as far as I am concerned, for those were the two
items I wanted most.
Letter No. 39 France
1 December 1944
I am now in the throes of investigating another set of charges for
court-martial, and you guessed it: I'll probably have to work all day Sunday
on it ... I propose to buy myself a going-and-coming beaver hat with a bull-
dog pipe for use after the war - all I'll have to do to qualify myself com-
pletely for a detective job is re-read all the stories about Sherlock and the
Baker Street irregulars.
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Letter No. 40 France
3 December 1944
The investigation I am working requires signed statements from about
10 Frenchmen in this vicinity. The easiest way~ apparently, was to arrange
to see them all at one central place, at the same time, so ... I made arrange-
ments with local gendannes Friday afternoon to assemble all these people
at the mayor's house at 1300 Saturday afternoon ... I left camp at 1300,
with two stenographers, two typewriters and Gendreau5 for use as an inter-
preter. Sure enough, when we arrived at the mayor's house, the one room
was lined with Frenchmen of all ages, sexes and types, and all dressed in
their Sunday best. And believe it or not, I was the representative of the lib-
erating army come to put the wheels of progress in motion. I think they
were all impressed with the battery of typewriters and the interpreter, even
the mayor, who showed up in a celluloid collar and arbitrated this decision
and that, cracking a joke once in a while when Gendreau would translate
into French to the polite delight of the assembled citizenry. As I finished
with each one I excused him, and we went through the formality of shaking
hands all around, including all the other Frenchmen, the two soldiers and
myself, as well as the chaplain, who is almo~t one of them, although his
family has been in Canada for over 300 years ... This young fellow told us
he had spent two years in the French anny as an infantry private and two
more as a hostage prisoner in Germany, although he was back to civilian
life in unoccupied country, following the armistice, when he was taken.
When they took him to Gennany, he told them he was a taxi driver in Paris,
and the mayor, he of the celluloid collar - fixed him up with forged ration
papers and whatnot, so he could elude the Germans here. The fellow told us
with his own eyes great numbers of Russian men, women and children who
had been evacuated to Germany from their homes in Russia, who were
placed in big enclosures and left to starve to death after they had eaten all
the grass available. Very gruesome.
Letter No. 46 Belgium
15 December 1944
We parked our trucks in the town square, between the church and the
war memorial with the town well, and were immediately swarmed by chil-
dren of both sexes and all ages, before we could do more than catch our
breath, the children had taken all the soldiers to their homes for the night.
There still were children left after all the soldiers had been taken care of,
begging us to stay the night at their homes ... they have been doing the
same thing every night for three months. I seems that one night a column
spent the night in their town. The soldiers were tired and cold (and although
they didn't say so, I'm sure it must have been raining), the result being that
the townspeople decided not to let that happen again. They organized a
committee, with the town druggist as the chairman, and they have been tak-
ing soldiers in ever since. And the most perfect part of it all: They refused
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to consider it as billeting. The druggist said "of course not. We don't want
money. We want only to make you as comfortable as possible."
Letter No. 50 Germany
Christmas Eve 19446
The "peace on earth, good will toward man" which the season brings
to mind is not an inalienable right, I have come to learn - rather it is a thing
to be bought and held by the effort of all of us, acting to prevent its theft by
the ghouls who would steal it from us .,. This morning we were visited by
a major-general making the rounds of his units and wishing all a Merry
Christmas, strengthening his wishes by leaving us two bottles of captured
Gennan cognac as a Christmas gift.
Letter No. 54 Belgium
1 January 1945
We were ordered to move on slightly more than two hours' notice. The
colonel and his party immediately pulled out, leaving me to follow with the
remainder of the headquarters over strange roads., in the midst of a driving
snow storm and with everybody, including myself, thinking how nice it
would be to be in bed. We drove all night, arriving in the new area the mid-
dle of the morning? , .. We had been here only a couple of hours, but the
colonel was holding a meeting nevertheless, when I looked up and saw Ray
Millican standing in the open door - he had come over to see me and the
coloneP ... He hasn't changed a bit - still looks like the pink-cheeked
youngster he did four years ago , .. Odd, too, because his outfit landed on D
plus six, which means he has seen a lot of fighting.
Letter No. 57 Belgium
6 January 1945
We still have snow on the ground, and more of it drops in on us almost
every day - I can't get over how pretty the country is around here. It's a bit
of a novelty to see snow on the ground which looks like it is a pennanent
fixture, instead of an intrusion, as it always looks in Oklahoma,
Letter No. 61 Belgium
15 January 1945
Obviously 1 can't tell you the whole story, bUl I think T can assure you
that a certain percentage of the Krauts won't fight another war, thanks to us
and OUf battalions. The hunting is pretty good, and I'll be able to tell you
when I get home about the big battle in the West and what we did to help
win iLQ
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Letter No. 63 Belgium
20 January 1945
After rolling into the sleeping bag at 2200 last night, I got up at l5
minutes after midnight to go back to work, and here it is 0510. of a cold
winter morning in Belgium. Even with only a little more than two hours
sleep, I don't feel too groggy, .. The night has been pretty busy with plans
for engaging Jerry to hustle back to Germany, which is always a pleasant
occupation if you have to miss the sleep anyway.
Letter No. 73 Germany
9 February 1945
Are you marveling at the international character of my travels these
days? As a matter of fact, I think nothing of visiting around from country to
country '" I think I can tell you now, without offending the censor, about
some of the places I have been recently. I took the bath, which I wrote to
you about, in Spa, a lovely little town in the Belgian hills. Other spots in
my itinerary, not necessarily in the order in which I made them, are
Francochamps, Malmedy, Waimes, Bulligen and St. Vith, which you may
recognize from your intensive study of European geography and the art of
modern warfare. Although I can't teJJ you precisely what we did there, or
who we were with there. I think you will realize what the story is.
Letter No. 76 Germany
13 February 1945
I see in some magazine that's floating around that Freeman's third vol-
ume of Lee:~ Lieutenants is off the press. Will you see if you can buy a
copy to save for my return to domestic life?
Letter No. 78 Germany
16 February 1945
T 1's visit was interesting as it could be, for a number of reasons. You
may recall that the old man is inflated with his own importance, but deflates
quickly and is impressed no end by Himportant people." With that in mind, I
introduced Tom to the colonel, slipping in the business about his being
assistant G-3 of the __ Corps. Very impressed! Even invited Tom and me
and the captain with Tom to put our plates on his private desk come chow
time, in order to get all the low-down. I gave Tom the wink. and we pro-
ceeded to slip in remarks about Lucas and Taylor and other people the old
man knows about. After chow, the old man even told me to take Tom and
the captain (a doughboy) to see some of our big guns. Naturally I didn't
argue. He says Slim is a Lt Col, which I didn't know. JO
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Letter No. 79 Gennany
18 February 1945
Visits from T J are becoming quite commonplace - this afternoon I
looked up and here he was, with a Captain from his office. They were on
their way farther up the front, and stopped to see if I wanted to go along
(they apparently thought I might be able to, not knowing the old man like I
do) ... It's just like old times: T J talks just as big, and gets a kick out of his
own gags. Did I tell you in the last letter that he had seen Max Taylor? T J
attended a big meeting as a representative of his CG, and one at which he
and a colonel were the only two officers below Major General (quite a
meeting, as you can see). Well, Taylor was there, and, to paraphrase Tom's
story, bounded across the room and pumped him by the hand, asking UHow
in the hell are you?" As T J told the story, he was almost thrown out of the
meeting, until he could explain that he was the general's personal represen-
tative, so his stock rose tremendously - this before Taylor greeted him.
Letter No. 80 Gennany
20 February 1945
By the way, I meant to tell you in the last letter about my haircut -
oddly enough, one of the old letters I received the day before yesterday
asked about that very thing, and I meant to tell you the whole story. Last
Saturday night Isenbarger,II who had never given a haircut in his life,
acceded to my demands in the matter, and agreed to experiment on me ... It
turned out to be a damn fine haircut, so Kleinsmith,J2 and then the colonel,
decided they wanted the same ... You may now visualize me as the usual
Prussian-style military man, or at least the outside of my head is about the
same. Still nothing to compare to Tom Sharpe's, but a convenient length,
nonetheless. Haircuts are quite a problem in combat, as the history of mine
will show. I got one in Cherbourg, France, early in December~ Bill
OvermyerB gave me one early in January at Chevroheid, Belgium; I man-
aged to get one in Spa, Belgium, at a civilian shop late in January (the only
time I have been out of the combat zone since we went in) and last
Saturday night Thad the latest.
Letter No. 82 Germany
25 February 1945
Only three more days in February, and the long range prediction for
March looks distinctly favorable ... Tonight the world is a bit noisy, what
with artillery doing a lot of talking, so I really have to stretch my imagina-
tion to believe it really is the Sabbath. You have read in the papers about us,
no doubt - the war has started again, and it looks like we will be quite busy
for a while. l4 I really don't object to that, though, for you don't win wars by
sitting on your tail and waiting for them to end ... Another nice thing about
the war getting under way again is that the old man gets all excited about
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being a soldier and forgets to heckle the hired help. When we get settled
down for a spell, he always begins to make inspections and look up records
and the like. so we always look forward to another fight. If we will just
keep fighting, 1 think I'll make it. If this slows, though. I don't know. I'm
beginning to get pretty tired, the kind of tiredness a couple of good nights
sleep won't cure.
Letter No. 84 Gennany
2 March 1945
The war goes on apace these days (as all good wars should) and it is
not too hard to believe that there may possible be an end to it before too
long ... Today has been as busy as any in a long time. now that the war has
become one of movement, and the activity is reflected in the behaviour of
all of us. We are all sleepy and tired, but happy to be so. I have often read
that an army on the move is a happier army than one which sits, and now I
can believe it .. _today has been a peculiar one, when I stop to think of it. In
a little patch of ground alongside a building ~howing only moderate evi-
dence of the war's passing, I saw a bed of pansy blooms, colorful and deli-
cate and altogether exotic to the landscape. It hardly seems possible I saw
them, for the day has been cold and windy, and there have been snow show-
ers off and on all afternoon. A strange world. And then tonight, just at dusk,
I stood from a long distance away and watched the plumes of smoke, the
flashes of flames, and listened to the long, low rumble that marked the
death of one of the oldest cities in Europe.\S
Letter No. 85 Germany
4 March 1945
This. is a strange world tonight - I am sitting here at the firing chart,
wann, pleasantly sleepy and suddenly aware that the day is Sunday, and the
basement is as peaceful as if the war were ten thousand miles away_ Outside
it is wet and cold (I know, for I was out in it all afternoon), and at least half
of my sense of well-being derives from knowing I am warm and dry for the
time being, no matter what the night is like outside ... Life continues to be
pretty hectic, with frequent displacements and rapid advances, and we are
all losing a lot of sleep. However, none of us is complaining, for it is a plea-
surable experience after producing something with your own hands, or fin-
ishing a trying task that has been weighing on your mind. The only trouble
is that this task seems to have no ending - I'm sure the peace will burst
upon us, for all our knowledge that it must come, like the exit to a long tun-
nel, bright and startling. Then we shall all feel like taking a well-deserved
rest.
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Letter No. 87 Gennany
9 March 1945
... we have moved once since I wrote last and are in the process of
moving again. As a matter of fact, that is probably the reason I am able to
sit down in relative peace and calm to write this - the old man is forward at
our new CP, and Benzel~ and I are holding down the old one. We have to
split the headquarters every once in a while, which makes it swell for me
and my letter-writing ... There are so many things in your letters that seem
to warrant comment: Bob Lamb being missing in action, George l? being
married this month, Mrs. Dunn tipping her hand and the Colonel's about
our assignment! I suddenly realize now what division Bob belonged to, and
I know it took quite a beating in the breakthrough ... it's a shame so many
of them have to pay the price to get this over.
Letter No. 90 Germany
14 March 1945
Tonight has been pretty nice! The old man had a BnCO meeting at
1800, after which I had a couple of them in my bedroom for a drink of
Scotch, by way of relaxation. One of them you know - Nat Gifford,ls
Killian's CO. I introduced him to you in Cowan's Cafeteria one of the first
nights we were in Lawton after the group went there from Swift. The other
is a West Pointer, 1937, and a very nice fellow from Maine named Marr.
The latter has been very nice to me - brought me a bottle of wine and a bot-
tle of champagne tonight, just to be neighborly.
Letter No. 93 Gennany
26 March I 945
... the sad note in the whole thing is a story in Sooner Magazine,
which I shall clip and send to you soon (accommodations are none too good
right now)-Johnny Kayser" was killed with the 95th Div near Metz several
months ago, of course you can't fight without paying the price, but I am
always hurt when good people die in this business - we must make the vic-
tory stand up to what we are paying. By this time (you have to wait 30 days
before you can say anything about it) I can tell you of some other ca~ualties
which will interest you: Lt Howard2l1 was critically wounded some time ago,
in an accident which killed two of our best men - the war gets terribly, ter-
ribly cruel when you look it in the eye.
Letter No. 94 Gennany
28 March 1945
When I returned to the wars Saturday night after my trip to London,
the outfit was outside Linz, on the east bank of the Rhine. I crossed the
river on a pontoon bridge just below Remagen, site of the now famous
Luddendorf Bridge. and I found the hunch deep in a pine forest. They were
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all dug in snug as a bug, having been given inspiration by the German
artillery earlier in their stay here - as a matter of fact. I found my hole in
the ground very comforting on several occasions while we were there,
when the rounds started crumping into our area. However, we had no casu-
alties, and everybody was happy. Then the big pursuit got under way, and
we have been trying to catch up with the war ever since.... 21 Last night we
spent in the very ornate Nazi Party headquarters of a town of which more
later, which the party bigwigs had evacuated so rapidly that the heat, elec-
tricity, telephones and water closets (how very British I have become) were
still operating. Imagine how we loved sleeping inside, having running water
and using German electricity to light our CPI. The Germans had left so
recently that a lot of theiT boys hadn't had time to join the parade, and con-
sequently were left at the post. We rounded up 25 or 30 of them while we
were there-hannless creatures who were scared stiff that we would shoot
them before they could surrender ... This breakthrough and pursuit must be
like the Sicily and Northern France rat races - in all honesty, I saw today
groups of 10 to l5 German soldiers sitting beside the road, practically beg-
ging someone to take them in tow, with two Americans in a jeep riding herd
on them. 1 have seen only one dead German - usually, as in the Roer River
tIght, when the action gets fast, you see lots of bodies lying around until
someone disposes of them.,. the Gennans are now all fine people - they
smile, look delighted in general, and are only too happy to do anything you
wish (there is a stock joke going the rounds that they all have cousins in
Milwaukee) ... the French soldiers we have liberated say they have seen
Russian girls of 13 and 14 shoveling snow off the streets of Coblenz, bare-
footed. Fine people, these Germans! What fun the Russians will have when
they occupy their share. I suppose it isn't good, but you soon develop an
unlovely callousness to moving them out of their homes and playing the
conqueror - I only hope they learn their lesson this time, and I am ready to
do my share to teach them ... I am afraid this is a most peculiar love letter,
honey. The only explanation I can offer is that there is a contagion in the
army these days. a taste of victory to come, and it gets into your blood, like
a fever.
Letter No. 95 Germany
30 March 1945
We are still rounding up Gennan soldiers, believe it or not, and we are
having more fun funning a civil government than you could shake a stick
at. I think probably the little episode the other night when we shot the one
has had a salutary effect. for the Burgomeister has been rounding up guns,
ammunition and soldiers for us, in order to avoid being shot, I suppose.
They are all scared, and we plan to keep them that way. They are funny
people - this morning a woman came in complaining that her child had no
milk to drink for several days - I was sorry I didn't know the German to
ask her if the French and Dutch children had milk during the four years
their countries were occupied. At any rate, we were unable to do anything
for her, even if we had wanted to. None of us have any sympathy for them,
for the reason, no doubt, that we all have been taught to accept the conse-
quences of our actions - these people apparently feel they are the victims of
something they had no hand in planning, and they seem to feel they are
being mistreated.
I may have been a bit over-optimistic the other day in predicting the
end of the war, but it still looks good. Our people are still going on and still
taking prisoners, and as long as that continues the end is bound to come
soon. It can't happen too soon for me, for I am ready to go home and
become a city councilman or something ...
Letter No. 96 Germany
2 April 1945
It was a bit like Easter at home: the German children were out as early
as curfew would allow, searching for brightly colored eggs as our own
youngsters do. And, strange as it may seem, most of the families in the
[own gave Easter eggs to our soldiers! I haven't decided yet if they are gen-
uinely pleased the Americans have amved, and the war is over for them, or
if they are deceitful enough to try to use such occasion as an attempt to
soften the occupation. They are a strange people.
Letter No. 97 Gennany
5 April 1945
This CP is something - it even has a bathtub, plus running hot water,
and I hope tonight to get a hot bath. Already I have shaved twice at a basin,
with a fine mirror in which to admire my homely Countenance as I whittle
the whiskers.22 And a bed to sleep in - my cup runneth over! By the way, I
forgot to tell you that we are back at the same old stand, pumping them out
at the Gennans, so this business of having a comfortable home is even more
impressive. A very ultra way to fight a war, no less.
Letter No. 98 Germany
7 April 1945
The war still goes on apace, although we have a lot of trouble finding
out just exactly what is going on. However, I am content as long as we con-
tinue to advance and knock Krauts over - eventually it must end, and as
long as that happens. It is only when things slow down to a walk that I get
restless.
Letter No. 99 Gennany
10 April 1945
Spring has really arrived, even if it is a different sort of spring than I
am used to. Sunday morning (another early move) I could hardly do more
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than admire the morning. When I got up and out, there was the sheerest
wafer of ice on all the puddles, and the sliver of moon gave a ghostly
appearance to the mist in the distant valleys. A heavy frost gave the whole
world a downy appearance, a strange sight against the green of the grass on
the slopes. But then the sun came out and the day became crystal brilliant,
sparking and flashing strange lights and colors. The mountain brooks which
tumble down to the valleys seemed to come alive with their glinting as they
turned and cascaded along. The air warmed, and the day was suddenly like
early spring at home. Even if the Germans are a twisted race, you cannot
deny their homeland is beautiful.
Letter No. 101 Gennany
16 April, I945
It's a theatrical war again! Here I am, living in a country mansion,
sleeping in a bed, and trying to keep my mind on fighting the Germans, and
while all this is going on, the sun is shining merrily and the Gennan house-
holders are changing the daffodils in the vase on the hall table. It seems
fantastic that I could go out two or three miles and find all the evidences of
war, but I could do that very thing and have no trouble doing it.
Letter No. 103 Germany
21 April 1945
I wrote last on 17 April ... Late that day we received warning orders
for a big move, and immediately started making our plans. As it finally
worked out, Colonel Dunn took off the next day, the 18th, with the light
vehicles of the GP and three battalions, leaving me to start on 19 April with
all the tractors, guns, ammunition and assorted odds and ends of the whole
outfit. The light column got away a little after noon, and I started getting
organized for my march. My column started moving at 0230 on the 19th, at
15 miles per hour - what an ungodly hour of the day that is! From that
time, after a minimum of sleep, we marched all day, all the next night, and
until the afternoon of yesterday, for a total of nearly 300 miles. It will be
hard for you to imagine, I'm sure, but that is a tremendous march to make
with heavy equipment ... but to make it a forced march is even worse. [
finally got to bed at four 0' clock yesterday afternoon, after a quick &have
and wash, and slept until 0715 this morning ,.. The march was a bit of a
mess, with equipment dropping out, Jerry planes trying to interfere, and the
final insult of having our destination changed en route and our not knowing
anything about it. You have heard the expression "the fog of war?" This
little deal was really foggy!B
Letter No. ]05 Germany
26 April 1945
We had an experience today that I wouldn't have traded for anything I
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know about. We found two English officers, one a captain and the other a
fIrst lieutenant, who had escaped from the Germans ten days ago, after hav-
ing been prisoners of war for four years. Their joy was an absolute beauty
to behold. For the last ten days they had been hiding in the woods, frequent-
ly wet and cold, waiting for the Americans to get close enough to be able to
rescue them. We let them wash and shave, and fed them, and talked their
arms off. They asked if anybody had been to England recently, and of
course I was able to tell them as much as I knew about London - their
anticipation of returning home was absolutely childlike. They showed us
the food they had rounded up, and the map they had got together for the trip
- most amazing ... it's hard to believe, they were captured before man-
euvers in 1941, while I was still a second lieutenant - and all that time to be
a captive. However, they said they had never lost faith, although I imagine I
should have after some of thc things they told us the Germans did to them.
It's hard to find anything in warfare that is beautiful. but if there is such,
then this experience was - there is no other way to describe it.
Letter No. ]06 Germany
30 April ]945
Let me explain that today is the eighth consecutive day on which we
have displaced the command post, and already we see another move com-
ing early tomorrow. We have moved so often and so fast recently that the
various locations are blurred in my memory. All German place names are
alike now, and we remember them individually by some little incident or
person or thing that has nothing to do with the town as such. One CP we
remember because it was there the turkey gobbler was so mean, and anoth-
er because it was there we saw the big-busted Russian slave girl, and a third
because it was there we saw a dead GI in the church yard ... Everything has
a feeling of perpetuity when we get to rolling fast. Day after day we roll
down German roads, ever going deeper into the interior of the country.
Now they are country trails, and now they are autobahns, but always they
are alive with army vehicles rolling forward. You get the feeling that the
anny is an immense tlood pouring over the countryside, tipped with vio-
lence at the crest and depositing flotsam in the backwaters. You move with
the tide, and it carries you along in an almost effortless fashion - I have
experienced a similar sensation in fever, when things got twisted.
Letter No. 109 Germany
7 May 1945
At long last the great day! We hear today that the surrender terms were
signed early this morning, to be effective at 0001 Wednesday. By all the
rules 1 suppose I should be writing a brilliant account of my reactions to the
peace, something I should be proud to read 20 years from now. Instead of
that, the best I can do is to heave a sigh of relief that it is all over, and I am
one step nearer home ... Of course T am glad I didn't get myself killed
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(although I never thought I would), but the end has been obvious for so
long that there really is no surprise at all ... I had three drinks of cognac
after supper, but there is no desire for celebration.
Letter No_ 110 Germany
10 May 1945
The end of the war came very quietly for us, except for an experience
last night. Day before yesterday we heard Winston make the official
announcement that hostilities had ceased. Hardly the sort of speech I had
expected - I had thought he would bring forth something comparable to the
"we shall fight on the beachesH speech. Even so, I felt it marked the end of
a period. It came over BBC24 at 1500 ... Last night I helped the Russians
celebrate the victory, rather by accident, it is true, but what a celebration it
was. There are a number of Russian officer prisoners of war near us, quar-
tered in a barracks ncar ours. Yesterday afternoon they had the colonel over
for a party, and the colonel took MacGregor along to speak German to
German-speaking Russians. Late in the afternoon Mac came dashing in for
me, saying he needed help to bring the colonel home. Its seems the
Russians have a quaint practice of drinking gigantic toasts at frequent inter-
vals, and the old man had gone clear under. Well, by the time I got there,
they had put the colonel to bed, and the Russians, having just begun, insist-
ed I stay. They had an accordion and a piano going full blast, and three
Russian girls to dance with, plus more wine than J ever saw. I labored stur-
dily, but by about eight 0' clock I was clear under myself. They rolled me
into bed, where I spent several thoroughly uncomfortable hOUTS before we
decided it was time to go home. By that time the old man was on his feet
again - MacGregor was still going strong - so we bid the party farewell. It
was one of the strangest experiences I have ever had. After a couple of
drinks I got so I could carryon the most animated conversation in English
while one of the PW's talked Russian to me, both of us looking as if we
understood every word. They are the most hospitable people I ever met -
they insisted we drink prodigiously, they wanted to shake hands every five
minutes, and they clapped us on the back and congratulated us on the end
of the war every time they thought about it. Of course I have felt all day my
head was going to drop off, but it was an evening I'm glad I didn't miss.
NOTES
'Swords and Plowshares. (New York. 1972), p. 38.
lNicknamed. for lhe weapons manufacturing complex in Michigan and so-called because it
fed 5,000 mealli at each serving.
3A member of the 1940 graduating class at Texas A&M, as was General Maples, Albert
had an identical twin brother who also served in the 12FA Bn at the same time. Both brothers
now live in San Antonio.
''/v'alter P. Lane, Adventures and Recollection.s of General ... A San Jacinto Veteran.
Containin/: Sketche~' ufthe Te.xian. Mexican and Late Wars. with Severa/Indian Fights Thrown
III (Marshall, Texa!\), 1928.
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'A Catholic priest, one of two chaplains assigned to the group headquarters. A nalive
Canadian, he grew up ...peaking the same French spoken in Normandy, from which his family
had emigrated.
'Defore attending Chaplain Gendreau's midnight mass, I had led a security patrol over
ground frozen hard a~ a rock, illuminated by a magnificent display of northern lights.
'This march took us from Ninth Anny to First Anny, [0 reinforce fires from organic baual-
ions on the north shoulder of the Bulge.
SMajor Millican, a 1941 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, was 5-3 of one of the
arLillery battalions of the 30th Infamry Di.... ision. He had served with me in the 12th FA Bn at
Fort Sam Houston. At the academy he was a roommate of Colonel Dunn's son, who had
drowned jn the Hudson River during his ~enior year.
'11lis reference is to American counterattacks during the Battle of the Bulge.
1<fJ'.J. Sharpe, then a ITL.'ljor, was an OU ROTC graduate of 1939 who served with me in
Battery C of the 12th FA Bn. He retired as a regular army colonel, having competed as a member
of the U. S. pistol team at the Olympics in Helsinki. John Lucas had served as commander of the
2nd Infantry Division while we were members, and later commanded a corps. Taylor had been
our commander in the 12th FA Bn. Slim was Alton Neely, a 1940 graduare of Texas A&M who
al:;o bad served with us in the 12th FA Bn.
~lS-3 of the 4015t Field Artillery Group
:20ne of our captains.
:3A dentist assigned to the group headquarters. He was from Muskogee, Oklahoma.
AAfter a delayed crossing of the Roer River, at which we supP()fted the 82nd Airborne
Division, the race was on Lo Cologne and a possible crossing of the Rhine River.
'Cologne.
.6Bob Benze was assistant S-3. We frequently alternated at the firing chart when the com-
mand post was divided during displacement.
"George Hargrove and I had taught together at the artillery school. While an advisor with a
Chinese division in the Pacific Theatre he had been wounded severely and later evacuated and
separated.
IdCommander of one of the attached battalions at the meeting.
I~A classmate at the University of Oklahoma.
mOne of our liaison officers. He was wounded and the men killed when their jeep ran over
two stacked Teller mines. In violation of all orders, ~ajor Lee Kays, the b'TOUP'S 5-4 (supply
officer), walked into the mine tield to recover the bodies of the tV,iQ enlisted men.
2'This was on me way toward the battle which became known as the Rube Pocket fight,
where Marshal Model committed suicide rather than surrender.
llThe usual practice was hot water in a stccl helmet.
lJThis march took us from First Army to Third Army fOT mopping up opcrations in that por-
tion of the lines. That many of the tracked vehicles fell out of the march was because of faulty
orders, which called for a rate of march of 15 mph rather than a maximum speed of 15 mph. I ver-
ified the orders by sending a liaison officer back to the corps artillery headquarters for a repeat,
knowing the risk of moving a heavy column at excessive speed. At the major rivers, engineers
were working on bridges under artificial light, so I knew the end was near. However, the light col-
umn wa<; strafed the night earlier, cau!.ing casualties and exploding ammunition in some of the
column~ vehicle". It wa<; a harrowing movement, from which it took days to recover.
1~We lisLened regularly to BBC, by which we kept our watches synchronized.
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A COMMON BOND: MASONIC INTRIGUES
IN EAST TEXAS
by Robert \-v. Kesting
The impact of Freemasonry upon East Texas History usually begins
with the arrival of Stephen F. Austin and the founcting of his colony. But
deliberate Masonic penetration of the disputed Ea'\t Texas border occurred
much earlier. Nevertheless, there are some available sources which suggest
Freemasonry was not only a benevolent, teaching, and social organization
on the western frontier, but an ardent and active political institution which
secretly assisted in the demise of European domination of the Western
Hemisphere. In 1836, Masonic philosophy would also serve as the intellec-
tual stimuli for the rebellion against Mexico, and the eventual establishment
of the Republic of Texas.
Unlike other medieval institutions in Europe, the Masonic transition
was easily made to modem times because it adopted tenets which were
important to contemporary societies. By 1717, European Freemasons
adopted the Grand Lodge System, and had attracted political philosophers
and other intellectuals into the institution. These important, but suhtle
changes, also were incorporated within their colonial lodges.
During the eighteenth century in Anglo-America, European conflicts
placed more demands upon Anglo-American Masons for manpower,
money, and material to support the wars. These demands combined with
oppressive restrictions against European Freemasonry, which was incom-
patible with the theory of the divine right of kings, were perceived as harm-
ful to all mankind. Freemasons believed that all men had inalienable rights,
governments should be subservient to the will of the people, governments
must function independent from religious institutions, and governments
should be empowered to protect human rights (individualism, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness). Therefore, Anglo-Americans continued to turn to
Freemasonry as a philosophic weapon against authoritarianism. It would be
incorrect to conclude that Freemasonry solely was responsible for the
American Revolution, but it would be an even greater mistake to conclude
that it had no part in bringing it about.
From 1776 to 1783. Freemasons represented approximately two-tenths
of one percent of the Anglo-American population. From this minority, some
representatlves of the wealthy, educated, and unfortunates of Anglo-
American society conspired to separate themselves from the "Modern"
Grand Lodge of England. These Masons also appeared as active partici-
pants in revoluntary activities. They secretly planned rebellion, encouraged
military recruits to join several military lodges formed during the war,
ensured secrecy in the plans of military campaigns and the fidelity of their
executions, were selected as members of political committees of correspon-
Robert W. Kesting is an archivist with the u.s. Holocaust Menwrial Museum in Washington, D. C.
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dence, led propaganda campaigns which nurtured widespread anarchy, and
fonned a Continental Congress in which thirty-one of fifty-six (55%) of its
members were Freemasons. Some well-known Masons were Samuel
Adams, Paul Revere, John Hancock, George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Peyton Randolph, Killiaen Van Rensselaer,
Patrick Henry, Aaron Burr, Nathaniel Greene, Thomas Payne, Robert
Morris, Anthony Wayne, James Otis, Alexander Hamilton, George Clinton,
John Locke, Henry Knox, Richard Henry Lee, Henry Dearborn, James
Madison, George Clinton, James Monroe, and James A. Wilkinson. Most
became well-known leaders during the Early National Period.
Meanwhile, some Masons orchestrated a political agenda which was
synonymous with Masonic political philosophy. Moreover, Masonry in the
United States was unified and strictly loyal to American democratic ideals.
Probably, the war only hastened the growth and evolution of American
Freemasonry, which became antagonistic toward aristocracies. Further-
more, the American frontier made it possible for Anglo-American
Freemasons to solidly establish themselves on the principles of equality,
toleration, and fraternal brotherhood free from the restrictions of class dis-
tinctions and privileges which prevailed in Europe. Washington allegedly
stated, "Masonry and its lessons were helpful [to him] throughout the
Revolution, both upon the battlefield and in the Legislative Assembly."
After the war, some of the aforementioned Masons drafted the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States, and the
Bill of Rights. They implemented our Federal system based on a limited
democracy. They also were elected or appointed to high-level civilian or
military positions. I Some even mastenninded and s.elected other Masons.
such as Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, John Hamilton Robinson,
Zebulon Montgomery Pike, William Dunbar, George Hunter, Edward
Turner, Richard Sparks, Walter Burling, and Daniel Hughes to lead secret
quasi-military and military expeditions into disputed East Texas and other
lands claimed by New Spain. 2 Other western Masons, such as Rufus
Easton, Henry Clay, Joseph H. Daviess, Edward Livingston, Thomas
Cushing, Charles Cole Claiborne, Isaac Shelby, Andrew Jackson, Stephen
F. Austin, David G. Burnet, and Sam Houston brought with them valuable
lessons learned from postwar frontier experiences. 3
Yet, Frontier-Masons and non-Masons, who settled in the trans-
Appalachian territories during the 1780s and 1790s, were subjected to
European intrigues. lack of security from Indian attacks, political depravity,
and seemingly economic ruin. European governments made some unsuc-
cessful attempts to reclaim western lands by recruiting loyalists, and even
filibuster (adventurer)-Masons such as George Rogers Clarke. Some trans-
Appalachian Freemasons probably perceived that the brotherhood back
East had abandoned them to the Indians, land speculators. the whims of
European monarchs, and eventually a dictator. Some declared openly for
separation. ParLicularly, they fcIt oppressed by the Spanish Crown, which
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contro]]ed the navigation of the Mississippi River.4 But more importantly,
American Freemasons probably began to formulate strategies in order to
limit European domination of the Western Hemisphere.
Frontier Masons as well as non-Masons differed on methods to solve
the Spanish dilemma. Some agreed that Spain should be aggressively
removed from the Mississippi River, the port of New Orleans, and the
Floridas. Others believed in diplomatic and cautious approaches to elimi-
nate the Spanish presence. The Treaty of San Lorenzo in 1795 (also known
as Pinckney's Treaty) temporarily halted plots to extricate Spain from the
Louisiana Territory. 5
Ideally, the political program of American Freemasonry possibly
called for the infusion of democracy, and the establishment of constitutional
forms of government in the Western Hemisphere based on the American
model. Jefferson summed up their political goal when he said that "[Cuba's
and New Spain'sl interests and ours larel the same, and that the object of
both must be to exclude all European influence from this [WesternJ
Hemisphere."6 This, combined with their insatiable appetite for more lands
and the perceived riches contained therein, caused some Masons to mix Pan-
Americanism and nationalism with self-aggrandizement. This infectious
desire also spread to non-Masons. Some Masons masterminded covert fili-
buster, quasi-military, military expeditions, and diplomatic operations with
the object of inciting rebellion within New Spain, or the forceful removal of
an increasingly and seemingly weak Spanish Government which was stead-
fastly supported by the Roman Catholic Church. Initially, the Louisiana
Territory, the Floridas. and the eastern Internal Provinces (Provincias
Internas), which included East Texas, were targeted. j
Perhaps the first glimpse of Freemason activity in the Louisiana
Territory was from Don Luis Penalver, Bishop of Louisiana. In a letter from
Minister Caballero to Minister Cornel dated in 1799, Penalver reported:
... emigration from the western part of America, and the tolerance of sec-
tarian~ have brought a mob of adventurers to the colony who know not
God or religion ... In one of the suburbs of the city a [Freemason] lodge
has been fonned in whieh are enrolled [Spanishl officers of the garrison,
officers of the royal treasury, merchants, randJ countrymen both natives
and foreigners ...
'" those same adventurers have spread through the districts of Atacapas,
Ope1usas, Ouachita. and Natchitoches ... they are furnishing their hunters
and Indian~ with arms; they hold conversations and impress mischievous
thoughts on their hearers rlistenersj ... They have a custom of patting
their children on the shoulder when the latter are very robust and saying
to them "You wil go to New Spain"...
.. .the same thing is taking place on the upper Mississippi. in the lllnois dis-
trict and its vicinity, where there has been a remarkable introduction of those
adventurers who are penetrating into the interior toward New Spain ...
'" the governor be advised to destroy the lodge ... 8
Perhaps the bishop's report was somewhat of an exaggeration to inspire
Spanish bureaucrats to action, but the Masonic movement on the frontier
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was not totally confined to land-starved Anglo-Americans. Obviously, the
establishment of chartered or clandestine lodges were necessary in order to
conduct successful operations within Spanish territory.9 Moreover,
Freemasonry was a threat to the Catholic Church, which was the antithesis
of the individualistic philosophy of Freemasonry. The Catholic Church
orchestrated some anti-Masonic actions and laws in Europe during the eigh-
teenth century. to Probably, these oppressive actions were conveyed to
American Masons. Furthermore, it is curious that some Spanish officials
equated adventurers (filibusters) with Freemasons.
Philip Nolan, a native of Belfast Ireland, was well-known for his
knowledge of the Indians, horse-trading, and his ability to be hired by any-
one who had money to pay him. He helped James A. Wilkinson, Spanish
agent and commander of the U.S. Anny in the West, liquidate some of his
Kentucky real estate to pay creditors. Nolan also was aware of Wilkinson's
Achilles heel, which was to live beyond his means. From 1792 to 180I,
Nolan also made several trips into the Spanish Borderland of Texas. His pur-
pose was to trade in contraband. With the aid of his Spanish passport l which
was received from the Spanish governor at New Orleans for doing jobs for
the Crown such as transporting Spain's pension money to Wilkinson, he
traveled back and forth unimpeded. Despite Spanish trade restrictions,
Nolan continued his operations and lived with his mistress in Nacogdoches.
He also lived in San Antonio until he came under suspicion for being a spy.
Nolan observed that Texas contained an abundance of wild horses and
mules. In New Orleans, these mustangs were very profitable for each head
delivered. lt Nolan probably offered Wilkinson an opportunity to become a
silent partner. Wilkinson, perhaps desired more.
Wilkinson and Nolan presumably devised a plan for an armed invasion
of Texas utilizing friendly Indians.12 A pos&ible alternative was for Nolan's
party to infiltrate Texas legitimately disguised as horse traders when in fact
their mission was to spy. Also, their capture might have been perceived as
possibly causing a border conflict which would force United States military
intervention. Nolan and other filibusters probably were frustrated with the
Spanish monopoly system which imposed rigid trade restrictions, and also
the Spanish generally discriminated against foreign nationals who wanted to
trade in Spanish Territory. Yet, Spanish government restrictions to
Americans, especially western Freemasons, probably infringed upon their
fundamental democratic rights and principles, particularly that of free trade.
In 1800, Nolan visited President Thomas Jefferson, carrying a letter of
introduction written and endorsed by Wilkinson, which tried to entice the
president into supporting the proposed armed invasion into East Texas.
Jefferson's policy of neutrality was immediately made clear to the filibuster.
A disappointed Nolan decided to submit the plan to the English, who also
rej eeted it. 13 Wi thout proper support Wilkinson probabJ y perceived his
continued participation was unwise, and decided to disassociate himself
from Nolan.
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Nolan, accompanied by some former soldiers in Wilkinson's command,
invaded Spanish Territory and established their encampment near
Nacogdoches. In 1801, a combined Spanish force of regulars, militia, and
allied Indians were dispatched to Nolan's camp_ After a brief skirmish,
Nolan was killed and the remainder of his party became captives of the
Spanish Crown. 14 The only known Mason to participate directly in this expe-
dition was David Fero, who was second-in-command to Nolan.'~
After the sale of the Louisiana Territory to the United States, some for-
mer Spanish and French subjects residing in the newly purchased American
Territory perceived that they were betrayed by the French for the retroces-
sion, and were angered by the immediate sale of the territory to the
Americans. Some envisioned economic ruin and diminished status in the
new order. Therefore, some plotted to overthrow the American government.
Additionally, most Spanish subjects were concerned that American expan-
sionism would not end at the disputed borders. Both countries claimed the
same lands. Americans, however, attempted to capitalize by claiming all
lands and confluences extending to the Rio Grande and west of the
Mississippi Rivers. Also, illegal American emigrants (squatters, criminals,
and slaves) continued to cross Spanish borders in ever increasing numbers.
which fomented additional animosity between the governments. 16 On
November 20, 1803, Wilkinson dispatched a man named Cushing up the
Red River to occupy that area, Cushing was the first American Mason to
legally step fOOl on East Texas soi1. 17
Nemesio Salcedo, Commandant-General of the Internal Provinces of
New Spain, both feared and distrusted American intentions because he was
aware of their strategy for conquest. He wrote to Joaquin Del Real
Alencaster, governor of New Mexico:
.. , it [the United States] assigns its defense and security to the
Yndian [Indian] tribes which inhabi Iinhabit] the Frontiers ...
from which follows a division of said tribes ... toward onc anoth-
er ., _and [by] sending them fireanns and ammunition '" [soJ they
will declare themselves our enemies.,. the same thing that the
said Government did on its former frontiers with respect to the
Provo of Luisiana (Louisiana] ...
... [when] the expedition of Captain Merri [Merriwether Lewis]
returns ... they [the Pawnee Indians I would intercept it .. ,1M
Salcedo's suspicions continued to mount, when Casa Calvo, Spanish
minister in New Orleans, gave his approval for the William Dunbar expedi-
tion, which supposedly was for scientific and geographic exploration of the
headwaters of the Colorado {Red] and Arkansas Rivers. Salcedo's reply to
Casa Calvo establishes the reason for Zebulon Montgomery Pike's subse-
quent capture in 1806:
... thac an expedition [ordered by the President of [he Uniced States] in
charge by Gullenno Dumbar [William Dunbar] should go to reconnoiter
to their sources the Rivers Colorado [Red] and San Francisco tArkansas]
... its object is purely geographical and !".cientific ... but 1, considering
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[the operation) both unnecessary and very dangerous to the Interests of
our Government, not only do not give my pennission for you to aid the
operation, but I must protest again&t your doing so ...
... the expedition of Mr. Merrt [Merriwether Lewis) along the River
Misuri [Missouri] besides reconnoitering that River to its source." had
the concealed end of capturing the good will of the heathen nations ... 19
25
Meanwhile, Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War, authorized Wilkinson
to use spies after an attempted Spanish military coup in the Louisiana
Territory had failed. He was particularly concerned about Spanish mobiliza-
tion within East Texas:
In consequence of the information ... to certain movements completed by
the officers of the Spanish Government in Louisiana and its vicinity, it is
deemed proper to take suitable measurers for ascertaining the existing
state of things relative to any contemplated military operation ... [this)
will result in satisfactory intelligence .. , within the boundaries of
Louisiana, between the Rio Bravo (Rio Grande] and our advanced posts
to the westward of the Mississippi; from the Red River to the borders of
the Bay IGulf] of Mexico, especially at Nacagdoches (Nacogdoches] and
the Bay of St. Bernard [Matagorda]. It will be parlicularly desirable to
know what is doing at St. [San] Antonio.
Dearborn further suggested that "individuals in the character of hunters or
traders, may probably be employed with secrecy and success."20 Dearborn
was reacting to alarming reports submitted by Wilkinson, who also was
sending similar communications to Spanish officials in order to ignite a bor-
der war. Probably, this was part of a grand strategy planned by Aaron Burr.
former vice-president of the United States, and Wilkinson to separate some
western states in order to establish a republic under their leadership. They
also conspired to invade the Spanish stronghold of Vera CruZ. 21
From June 27 to September 7, 1805, Wilkinson reported to Dearborn
that Captain James Stille had completed one secret mission into Spanish
Territory and was about to embark on another along the Texas Coast with
the object of reconnoitering Matagorda, Texas. He also reported that Captain
Edward Turner was ordered to spy on Spanish activities in Nacogdoches and
San Antonio.2Z
Meanwhile, Jefferson had also sanctioned the William Dunbar-George
Hunter expedition to clarify the disputed geography of the newly acquired
territories around the Red and Arkansas rivers, record regional scientific dis-
coveries in flora and fauna, possibly influence western Indians to join an
alliance, and probably probe for intelligence relative to a perceived Spanish
plan to reclaim the lands. However, the expedition was thwarted when
Hunter became ill. 21
Jefferson realized his fledgling republic was not prepared for another
military confrontation with a European power because of his own austere
military reductions. Therefore. diplomacy and subterfuge. not gunpowder,
were used in attempts to coerce Spanish officials into relinquishing lands
without bloodshed. 14 In 1805, James Monroe, in Paris, France, urged
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Jefferson to seize East Texas to hasten the diplomatic process.!j Burr,
Wilkinson, and other Masons, however, did not agree with the Jeffersonian
approach, but secretly prepared for an armed invasion. Wilkinson said that
"if Burr been president, we would have had aJl this country [Colorado, New
Mexico, and Texas1before now." ~
By 1806, the border dispute between Spain and the United States was
unresolved, Spanish fears continued to intensify as more American expedi-
tions, mostly from the Upper Mississippi Territory, penetrated their lands.
Spanish officials decided to dispatch patrols to key locations along the dis-
puted and vague borders. 27 Meanwhile, Hamilton and other eastern Masons,
as well as Livingston and other southwestern Masons who were members of
the Mexican Association based in New Orleans, financially and logistically
supported the failed Francisco de Miranda expedition to Venezuela. 2R
In April 1806, Jefferson ordered Thomas Freeman to form part of a
dual operation to explore the Red River. The expedition was commanded by
Captain Richard Sparks, and accompanied by Dr. Peter Custis, a botanist.
They departed Fort Adams, Arkansas, and traveled several hundred miles up
the river before they were intercepted and turned back by a sizeable Spanish
force commanded by Francisco Viana, acting commander in charge of the
garrison at Nacogdoches. The expedition's mission had certain objectives
which included surveying the mouth of the river and beyond, recording the
flora and fauna, and probably reconnoitering for signs of Spanish military
activities to reconquer lands claimed by the United States. 29 Even though
this mission was a failure, perhaps it was also used as a diversion in order to
distract Spanish forces away from Pike's expedition to Santa Fe, New
Mexico.
Meanwhile, Sergeant Joseph Ballinger, a past associate of Wilkinson
and an alleged associate of Burr, and whose recruitment for Pike's Santa Fe
expedition was highly suspect, returned to New Orleans with Lieutenant
James Wilkinson, who was son of the general, Pike's second-in-command to
Santa Fe, and officer-in-charge of exploring the Arkansas River. Ballinger
allegedly returned to the disputed territory, perhaps in Texas, where he
induced some unidentified Indians into joining an alliance with the ill-fated
Burr expedition. It was also alleged that he became extremely angry when
he returned to the United States and discovered that General Wilkinson had
denounced and detained the chief perpetrators of the Burr Conspiracy.30
A glimpse of the main objective of Pike's mission was revealed around
1811 in an extract of George G. Sibley's journal. Sibley, an Indian agent,
had completed a conversation with Cheratareesh, a Pawnee Indian Chief,
who had rather aggressively confronted Pike's expedition at the request of
the Spanish. Pike admitted to him that his goal was to reach the "Spanish
Settlements of New Mexico... [and] nothing but death can stop us [them]."
Sibley, who later met Pike in 1807, was assured that the "old chief's story
was trUe."3l
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Therefore, the main objective of Pike's mis~ion to Santa Fe probably
was to infiltrate enemy territory with the purpose of reporting on political
attitudes and military and economic activities within the International
Provinces, and to provide the necessary excuse for Burr and Wilkinson to
invade Spanish Territory with the assistance of friendly Comanches who
occasionally resided in Texas and were possibly recruited as a result of
Ballinger's efforts. Robinson, the official spy, perhaps was sent along as
insurance, or perhaps he was to incite rebellion among the population per-
ceived as disgruntled. Yet, Pike's report on his return trip via East Texas was
invaluable to any future filibustering or military expedition to East Texas.
In 1806, Major Walter Burling was sent by Wilkinson to Mexico. He
was instructed to use the mule-trader disguise, and was allegedly ordered:
.. , to avail yourself of the present alarm, produced by Col. Burr's project,
to effect a visit to the City of Mexico by the interior and return by water
[Texas Coast], in order to examine both routes, relative to their practica-
bility and the means of defense the Spanish posse~s.
Burling also was ordered to obtain money from the Spanish on Wilkinson's
behalf for the general's alleged exposure of the Burr Conspiracy, and to con-
tact and incite revoluntaries in Mexico. Pike, on his return trip through East
Texas, met an unidentified Frenchman who had gone to Mexico with
Burling as an interpreter. The man later went to Wilkinson, who apparently
bought his silence.32
Meanwhile, Wilkinson requested that Dearborn authorize a qualified
officer to bring out the remainder of Pike's party. Lieutenant Daniel Hughes
was selected as the best candidate, In 1808, Hughes, disguised as a horse
trader, was successful in obtaining the release of most of Pike's men.
However, there were other mission objectives. Seemingly, Wilkinson
ordered him to carry into East Texas a message marked "personal" to Simon
Herrera, the Spanish officer who opposed Wilkinson at the Sabine River in
1806. Wilkinson, who was experiencing pre-court-martial jitters, requested
that Herrera provide a written denial that both were not involved in an
intrigue when they agreed on the solution of the "Neutral Ground," Hughes
also returned to the United States with a significant number of horses he had
bought in East Texas with army fimds.-H
From 1811 to 1826, the "Neutral Ground" proved to be a gathering
place for Masons and non-Masons who could be recruited for almost any
scheme that promised an even chance for success. 3R It was also used as. a
base for clandestine American diplomatic operations employed to encourage
and aid the efforts of the rebels within New Spain.'4 Some of the known
Masons to take direct or indirect part in these events were Madison,
Monroe, Robinson, Livingston, Wilkinson, Augustus W. Magee, Don
Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, Jose Manuel de Herrera, James Gaines, Warren
D.C. Hall, General E.W. Ripley, Walter Shalen, Benjamin Milam, John
Knight, and Hayden Edwards. 35
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With the execution of Don Miguel Hidalgo y CostiJla in 1811, the
leader of the Spanish Republicans in New Spain, Bemado Gutierrez de Lara,
a colonel in the rebel forces, fled to East Texas. August W. Magee, who was
a subordinate of Wilkinson in Louisiana, was second-in-command. James
Gaines and Warren D. C. Hall were rebel participants. This rebel force man-
aged to capture San Antonio. De Lara was eventually removed because he
was accused of the brutal slaughter of royalists prisoners. Jose Alvarez de
Toledo assumed command of the republicans, but was defeated at the
Medina River.,6 Meanwhile, Livingston and his Mexican Association in
New Orleans provided financial and logistical support along with some des-
perately needed manpower.-n Republican leaders also reported to Walter
Shalen, a special agent, who was assigned to the office of secretary of state
under Monroe during James Madison's Administration. Robinson, who was
recommended by Pike to Monroe, was selected as a spy. He first contacted
de Lara and Magee in East Texas before he met with Saucedo in New
Spain. 17 Therefore, Masonic participation probably was not coincidental. To
inspire rebellion with the intent to overthrow Spanish domination probably
was the Mason's secret goal in East Texas. Even though the contradictory
but official position of the United States government called for Americans
not to be involved in hostile acts against Spain, unofficially some American
Masons and non-Masons continued to aid Spanish republicans. Con-
sequently, the republicans established their own government on the Gulf
Coast of Texas in 1816 under Jose Manuel de Herrera.~~
In 1819, news of the Adams-Onis Treaty. which relinquished the
United States claims to Texas in exchange for Florida, was received in the
West with discontent. In Mississippi, another filibustering expedition was
planned with the backing of some well-known Masons. James Long, the
husband of James Wilkinson's niece, was selected as its commander.
Wilkinson, General E.W. Ripley, and Livingston's Mexican Association pro-
vided meager financial and logistical support. Gaines and Hall once again
participated in the expedition.
After a bitter disappointment, Long again tried to launch a second
expedition with the help of some New Orleans Masons, while Benjamin
Milam and James Knight physically participated. This was the last known
Masonic failure to establish a free and independent republic in East Texas
prior to 1836.40 Ironically, some East Texas colonists, who were Masons,
fought against American Masons during this period.
In 1820, the Riego Revolt in Spain put Spanish liberals in power. In
order to secure Texas for Spain, Spanish officials empowered authorities in
New Spain to encourage American emigration to Texas. However, they did
not reenact the earlier stipulations required of American colonists in West
Florida and Upper Louisiana that they become Spanish citizens and
Catholics.41
After Mexico declared its independence from Spain in 1821, a constitu-
tion was drafted which also attracted American emigration. Austin and oth-
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ers participated in its drafting, which contain striking similarities to the
American Constitution. 50 After 1824, however, former American and
Mexican Masons residing in East Texas began to push aside their cultural
differences_ The stimuli were a series of oppressive measures instituted by
the Mexican government based on perceived aggression by Americans liv-
ing outside the East Texas colonies as well as some Americans living within
the colonies. East Texas Masons also perceived that Mexico had failed to
provide certain inalienable rights under the Constitution of 1824. This dis-
trust continued to escalate, and eventually led to revo1ution.42
Meanwhile, a second group of Freemasons, who directly or indirectly
influenced East Texas history, ironically came from New Spain. In 1789,
French Masons also prepared and achieved a successful revolution. In 1805,
Napoleon Bonaparte authorized his brother Joseph to become Grand Master
of French Masons. When the dictator absorbed Spain, Joseph and the French
army reestablished Freemasonry in Spain. Additionally, four English lodges
also were established in Spain during the Peninsular Campaigns.
Freemasonry in Spain, however, closely aligned itself with political parties
and leaders. Consequently, Spanish masons who returned to New Spain
reflected the methods used on the Continent. Some well-known Spanish
Masons who directly or indirectly influenced events in East Texas were
Miguel Ramos Arizpe, and William S. Parrott. During the 18208, some of
these individuals assisted Stephen Austin in his quest for an empresario con-
tract in East Texas and in the gradual movement toward a constitutional
government. Despite the promotion of democratic ideals by Mexican
Masons and some American Masons such as Wilki.nson~ Joel Poinsett, and
Austin, the history of Freemasonry in Mexico, in which Texas was a
province, failed to secure enough support to ensure the permanent overthrow
of the privileged oligarchy by 1835;43
While it is extremely difficult to determine and prove specifically what
the influence of Freemasonry had on early American history, particularly
relating to American expansionism into East Texas, proof has been given
which suggests that Freemasonry created in a limited but influential group
of people a common bond, even though some differed on a common direc-
tion, without which American and Texas independence and liberty could not
have developed. If it is accepted that Masonic philosophy was the intellectu-
al basis for the aforementioned events, then Freemasons were far more
involved in political and economic decisions than we have previously chron-
icled. Scholars must continue to examine the record beyond current evi-
dence of Masonic benevolence and cronyism to arrive at the entire truth.
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THE EAST TEXAS BAPTIST WORLD OF
GEORGE WEBB SLAUGHTER, 1844-1852
by Ron Ellison
Out of the mystic dawn of Baptist work in East Texas in the 1840s
emerges the fonn of George Webb Slaughter, one of the early missionary
Baptist proclaimers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
In 1826-1827 George Webb, a lad in his mid-teens and already an
accomplished horseman, carried mail between '~McGuffin's or Crowr']s
Ferry via Fort Jessup to Natchitoches [Louisiana]," where he may have met
Sam Houston. I The future held many thrill1ng episodes for young Slaughter.
The mystique of warfare was his natural legacy because American
Revolutionary minuteman Walter Slaughter, veteran of Captain Thomas
Wade's light horse cavalry, was George Webb's grandfather, and William,
his father, had served with Andrew Jackson a1 the Battle of New Orleans. 2
George Webb Slaughter was born on May 10, 1811, in Lawrence
County, Mississippi, the state in which he remained until 1825. At that time
his father, lured by the prospect of free land and greater opportunities, began
the arduous wagon journey toward Texas. Stopping in Sabine Parish,
Louisiana, they made their home near Fort Jessup for five years. During this
time George Webb began freighting commodities across the Sabine River
into Mexican-controlled, Catholic Texas. With an eye to even larger
business ventures, it was probably George Webb's persuasiveness that
induced his father to cross the river in ]830 and settle in Sabine County.3
After participating in the Battle of Nacogdoches in the summer of
1832, Slaughter continued to transport goods from Louisiana to Texas,
including "the effects and library of [Sam] Houston, ... to Nacogdoches in
1833."4 During the Texas Revolution, he participated in the "Grass Fight"
and rode with Houston's forces, delivering several messages between
Houston and Fannin and communications from Houston to Travis in the
Alamo.s Slaughter also served as a procurer for Houston's anny. He returned
home following the victory at San Jacinto, and on his twenty-fifth birthday,
May 10, 1836, married eighteen-year-old Sarah Jane Mason. This was
probably the first marriage in the Republic of Texas performed by a
Mexican alcalde; another marriage ceremony took place on October 12.6
Their first child, born on February 11, 1837, was named Christopher
Columbus [whom they called "C.C."]. Slaughter raised a few cattle and ran
a freighting business for settlers and the Texas government until he was
called once again to fight, this time in the Cherokee War, in which he was
"slightly wounded" on July 15, 1839.7
While attending a meeting conducted by a Methodist preacher,
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Slaughter related, "I was convinced of being a lost sinner in God's sight, and
by his grace was happily converted, which 1 have never doubted."R Thus, he
became a Methodist in 1831, but by closely examining the Scriptures, he
became dissatisfied and remained so until 1844, when he heard Peter
Eldredge, a Baptist minister from Georgia and Alabama, preach the "very
doctrine that I was constrained to believe from reading the Bible."Y Both he
and his wife were baptized by Eldredge into the fellowship of Bethel [now
New Hope] Baptist Church at Milam, Sabine County, in June 1844. 10
Meanwhile, the social and political climate in Shelby County was
hardly conduci ve to peace and harmony in East Texas in the 18405. The
Regulator-Moderator War had tom the county asunder and set up two camps
of opponents. The disturbance began in 1839 and ended only when Sam
Houston sent in troops in 1844 to quell the rebellion. Effects of this conflict
spilled over into adjoining San Augustine and Sabine counties, which
continued to feel its aftershocks in both secular and religious areas. ~1 It was
known that ·'San Augustine, Jasper, Sabine, and Shelby counties averaged a
man killed each week and sometimes two." There was little morality. Then
came the churches and preachers. 12
In the religious arena on the Baptist front stood Peter Eldredge, one of
the preachers at Bethel Church. After leaving Georgia and Alabama because
of his unorthodox practices, among which was open communion~ his beliefs
remained suspect and he soon came into conflict with other Baptists in East
Texas. 13 His open-communion stance posed a problem for most Baptists, the
majority of whom believed it a breach of faith to admit someone to the
Lord's Supper table who had not been "scripturally baptized," that is, by
immersion. If others were admitted it was an affront to the faith. But admit
them, Eldridge did, and practiced other forms of "apostasy," according to
both Hardshell and Missionary groups. Additionally, those baptized by
Eldredge were at times refused membership in other Baptist churches. 14
Eldredge carne to Milam, Texas, from Barbour County, Alabama, and
in the summer of 1844 he held the camp meeting for two weeks at Bethel
Church. I ' "He was very zealous and of indomitable courage, his soul, it
seemed, was set wholly on fire, seeing and hearing the great wickedness of
the country." And when Eldredge "was in the spirit of preaching, he
preached with great power."lb The Lord blessed his labors in wondrous ways
during the camp meeting and "a great revival broke out then and there, and
the organization of a Baptist church [probably Milam] at its close was the
result."'7 This activity took place in the heart of "as wicked a settlement as
ever there was on this earth. Some of the most hardened sinners, bold in
their wickedness were stricken down as Saul of Tarsus. "IR
Records of the second session of the Sabine Association in 1844
reflected the great revival that took place under Eldredge's preaching in
Bethel Church. They reveal 130 received for baptism, fifteen by letter, and
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four "restored." At the same time, however, forty-three were dismissed from
the fellowship. The total membership of 119 was twice as high as the next
largest church in the association.l~ Asa Wright served as the pastor at Bethel
but Eldredge is listed as a delegate from Bethel and one of the few ministers
in the association. 20
Three ministers emerged from this revival. One was G.W. Slaughter,
who prior to his conversion, was said to be "one of the most daring in his
wickedness that the world had ever produced."21 Even though Slaughter had
but three weeks of formal education, Benjamin F. Burroughs, reflecting back
upon the times, testified:
While poor and very illiterate, I have heard him deliver some of the most
powerful exhortations that I ever heard fall from the lips of any human
being. When exercising that gift, he seemed to be wholly on firc[.] soul
and body. He never missed a meeting in his reach when he was able to
go. I lived in &ight of him and was with him a great deal. He appeared
that the cause was near his heart. He would scarcely ever talk about
anything but religion.22
Slaughter is listed as one of the delegates from Bethel Church to the
Sabine Association in 1845 and Eldredge appears as an ordained minister,
possibly serving as pastor by then. The church letter was mislaid, so the
number of members was given as 119, the same as the previous year. 23
After his conversion, Slaughter "began to beg sinners to come to
Christ" as he preached, held revivals, and established churches on both sides
of the Sabine River.24 The first protracted meeting he held away from home
was in San Augustine County. It lasted eleven days in June 1845. There he
baptized thirty-seven people, of whom thirteen were Methodists. Slaughter
continued the meeting five days longer and baptized eleven more, three of
them Methodists, one being a class leader. Sarah, Slaughter's wife, helped
by traveling thirty-five miles to take clothing to him during the revival, and
remained with him several days at the end of the meeting. B Slaughter spent
the rest of the year in independent missionary work, and with the help of a
deacon and licensed minister organized a church and baptized 125, two of
them in Louisiana.16
Slaughter was busy in 1846. He worked steadily as a missionary,
receiving payment for his labor part of the time, but working a portion of the
time with no financial compensation. He organized seven churches: two in
De Soto Parish, Louisiana, and five in Texas-two in Shelby County, one in
San Augustine County, one in Newton County, and one in Sabine County.
Since great distances separated his churches, Slaughter's wife was often up
until midnight preparing his clothes in order to ensure him an early start.
The year's labor was fruitful, however, because it produced a harvest of 367
souls for baptism. While at horne, his wife. with the assistance of a fifteen
year old Negro boy, took care of other domestic duties, including raising an
average crop.27
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Slaughter traveled as a missionary only part of the time in 1847 and
1848 while declaring that he "attended four of the new churches, held a
prot[r]acted meeting at Milam, county site of Sabine crC]ounty, [andJ
organized a church of nine membersLl giving it part of my time."28 During
these two years this church increased to seventy-seven members, fifty by
experience [or statement] and baptism and the remainder by letter.29
During 1849 and 1850 Slaughter served as chaplain to Jackson
Masonic Lodge No. 35 in Sabine County and continued to care for four
churches where he held from two to three revivals per year while organizing
four additional churches. One of these assemblages was "in Sabine County,
Houston Bayou crC]hurch; one on line of Sabine and Denton lsic] counties,
Sandy Creek c[C]hurch" which had a membership of twenty-nine, all new
converts except two. Another congregation, Red Land Church, was
established in San Augustine County. It had seventeen members, but
increased to forty-two souls by 1851.]0
Slaughter had been licensed to preach by 1847. In the spring of 1848
Benjamin F. Burroughs asked that Southern Baptist missionary Jesse Witt
assist in ordaining Slaughter and two other men, J.B. Packer and R. Meador
[or Meadow]. Witt initially consented and spent the night at Slaughter's
house along with Packer and Meador and examined them. The next morning
he declared that he could take no part in the ordination, "saying to them
almost with tears in his eyes, that they were as rotten in doctrine as rotten
could be." He did not mean to hurt their feelings and loved them dearly as
Christians, but "went back to church and preached for them with great
wannth and feeling."31 Much to the surprise of the church and the whole
county, Witt talked with them freely about their "Open public advocacy of
apostasy and open communion," and "told them he was conscientious in the
matter, and could not participate in their ordination." Since all the church
members were unfamiliar with church rules they were critical of Witt
because they knew no better at the time.-12
Most churches in the Sabine Association were of the "Hardshell" order.
However, several congregations who sent delegates to associational
meetings were Missionary Baptists involved in missionary endeavors. But
since the association disapproved of missionary activity, it rejected a
Missionary circular on "The Strength of Christian Charity," and warned
against lodge members and other conflicts in October 1847. Subsequently,
four missionary-minded churches withdrew and formed the Eastern
Missionary Baptist Association on December 3, 1847.J3
In 1848 Witt preached missionary messages in a loving spirit to the
delegates of the Sabine Association, but nevertheless was castigated by the
"Hardshell" preachers. J4 Finally, the association voted against Witt's motion
to become a Missionary body, ousted Bethel Church in Sabine
County-along with the Bayou and Milam churches-because of their open
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communion practices, and declared a non-fellowship for Missionary baptists
and those Baptists who were in the habit of visiting Masonic Lodges, or
Lodges of the Sons of Temperance..'; At least four men, Eldredge, Slaughter,
Burroughs, and Basil E. Lucas, were unwelcome to continue "fellowship"
with the Primitive Baptists because of three of the four reasons listed for
"non-fellowship": they were open communicants, Missionary Baptists, and
Masons. J6
Weakened as they were by ridding themselves of those "undesirable
elements," when the delegates of the Sabine Association met the next
October in 1849, they voted to dissolve the body.H By the latter part of
December, four or five churches of the "open-communion" order met at
Bethel Church in Sabine County. Seeking to distance themselves from the
anti-missionaries, they organized an independent Free Will Baptist
Association with Burroughs serving as clerk. 38 In October 1850, four of
these churches-Ayish Bayou, Bethel, Milam, and Sardis-met with Ayish
Bayou Church in San Augustine County, where Slaughter served as
moderator. This was an extreme group which passed highly idealistic
resolutions impossible to fulfill. No record of them is available after 1850
but quite likely within two years their force had been spent. 39
By 1852~ serving as a bi vocational pastor, Slaughter had baptized
approximately 1,233 souls while founding twenty-seven congregations in
ten East Texas counties and seven churches in three western Louisiana
parishes. Because of sparse population, these early churches sometimes
were fonned with as few as five or six believers. 4<)
Other events early in the 1850s made these years a time of upheaval
and transition for Slaughter. His father died in April 1850, and he realized
the family needed more acreage for raising cattle than was available in
Sabine County. Anticipating this circumstance, Slaughter and his brother,
William, had acquired a new Freestone County ranch by 1849. In June 1852,
Slaughter, his wife, four sons. and one daughter began the trek with ninety-
two head of cattle to join William at the ranch alongside the Trinity River in
southeastern Freestone County near the town of Butler. ~1 Longtime Texas
Baptist leader Rufus C. Burleson recaHed years later meeting Slaughter for
the first time:
We first met in [June] 1852 in Neches [River] bottom. I was returning
from the Baptist ~tate convention [sic] at Marshall, [sic] and he was going
west with a small stock of cattle. with a noble wife and a noble family of
boys and girls. On parting he said: "Brother Burleson. I am going to the
far west, and while you are rounding up sinners and Baptists in the great
cities and colleges, I will be rounding up cattle and stray Baptists and
sinners on the frontier. And we will make Texas a grand Baptist state,
consecrated to the good of man and the glory of God." And no man ever
did his duty more nobly.42
Slaughter remained in Freestone County from 1852-1857, whereupon
he moved to Palo Pinto County. He resided there until his death in 1895 at
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nearly eighty-four years of age, except for about four years in Emporia,
Kansas, from 1871-1875.
Slaughter was instrumental in directing many souls to Christ, leading
perhaps as many as 2,500 to 3,000 persons through the baptismal waters.43 In
addition to the twenty-seven congregations he established in East Texas and
seven in Louisiana, he founded five in central Texas, 1852-1857, three in
~ Kansas, 187] -1875, and several others for a total of twenty-six in northwest
Texas. Slaughter began a grand total of at least sixty-eight churches.~
Frontier historians James Cox and Zane Mason state that Slaughter
organized more churches and ordained many deacons and more preachers
than any other person in Texas.45 They may be accurate, although Mason's
study focllsed primarily on Baptist pioneer work in Texas from 1865-1885.
However, only God knows all the labors of Slaughter in East Texas and
beyond as well as innumerable other rugged preachers of the Word who
helped shape the convictions of countless individuals and consequently
changed for the better the religious complexion of the Lone Star State.
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CATOSELLS:
A TEXAN AS COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
by William B. Whisenhunt
When Woodrow Wilson became pre~ident of the United States in
1913, he appointed a number of Texans to important positions in his gov-
ernment. The role of Texans in Wilson's administration has been studied
extensively, but one person appointed to a critical position is virtually
unknown today. Cato Sells had not heen a Texan long, but in the few years
he had been in the state he had made a reputation for himself in the
Democratic Party. Wilson's appointment of Sells as Commissioner of
Indian Affair~ was partially a payment for his support, but Wilson believed
that Sells could bring integrity to a scandal-ridden agency.
The office of Commissioner of Indians Affairs had been riddled with
controversy since its inception in 1824 as a specialized office within the
Department of War, and beyond its transfer to the Department of the
Interior in ]849. The general strategy of early commissioners was to keep
Indians separate from white society, as was evident especially in the
removal policy imposed on the Five Civilized Tribes. During the 1820s and
1830s these tribes were forced from their homelands in the southeastern
United States and placed in the new Indian Territory that later became
Oklahoma. By the mid-nineteenth century, Indian policy assumed a more
paternalistic role as Native Americans were confined rapidly to specific
reservations and treated as wards of the government.
Despite subtle differences in their approaches, each commissioner
faced profound and far-reaching problems, not the least of which was to
determine policy for hundreds of separate Indian nations within the United
States. Some commissioners met the challenge with vigor and positive
results, but most fell short of their stated goals and even created additional
problems for Indians. Failure frequently resulted because the commissioner
lacked a basic understanding of Indian customs, or because he had few
administrative skills for simultaneously satisfying Congress, agents, and
outraged reformers. In numerous cases the office became a gift which suc-
cessful politicians bestowed upon loyal supporters, after leaving the fate of
Indian matters in the hands of men unqualified for the job. Likewise, the
nature of the agency system did not lend itself to efficient supervision
because the main office was in Washington, D.C., while most of the Indians
were confined to reservations located wcst of the Mississippi River. This
resulted in slow delivery of supplies and difficulty in defending Native
Americans from white raiders. l
By the early part of the twentieth century, the prevailing philosophy
was one of assimilation. The HProgressive Movement," led by high-minded
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reformers, tried to correct the problems of American society by stressing a
more active role for various levels of government in producing positive
social change. Many of these reformers saw the vast majority of Indians as
incapable of becoming a part of white society primarily because of their
lack of skills in financial matters. In such cases, progressives advocated
guardianship until Indians became more accustomed to white culture and
exhibited the ability to handle their own affairs. During much of the
Progressive Era, this paternalistic philosophy dominated Indian policy.
In 1913, newly elected President Woodrow Wilson appointed Franklin
K. Lane as Secretary of the Interior to administer the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Wilson and Lane then chose Texas banker Cato Sells to fill the
position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The choice of Sells was not an
easy one, but Wilson had to select someone free from the scandal that had
plagued the office under Robert G. Valentine. Wilson rewarded Sells for his
efforts in the national election in Texas, and simultaneously found someone
who shared the same highly moralistic philosophy as the newly elected
president.2
Cato Sells was born on October 6, 1859, in Vinton, Iowa, to Captain
George Washington and Elizabeth Catherine Sells. Captain Sells, who prac-
ticed law, moved to LaPorte City, Iowa, when his son was quite young. In
1873 the elder Sells died suddenly of a heart attack, leaving his wife and
two sons. Hard-pressed for family income, Cato Sells gained employment
in a local hardware store owned by B.S. Stanton, who took special interest
in the boy and gave him an excellent training in business. Sells attributed
much of his later success to the encouragement and guidance he received
from Stanton. J
In 1877 Sells entered Cornell College in Mount Vernon, Iowa, while
his brother, Douglass, enrolled in Cornell's senior preparatory school. Their
mother also moved to Mount Vernon and was employed for several years
by the college as a house mother of the Cornell Boarding Association.4
Sells completed two years at Cornell College and returned to LaPorte City
to study law under ex-judge C.A. Bishop. After two years of intense study,
he passed the Iowa bar examination in 1880 and began practicing law in
LaPorte City. The local newspaper, The Progress Review, referred to Sells
as "a deep thinker, a keen reasoner, an assiduous student, a close observer
of men and events, and a brilliant orator."5
Sells' political activity began at an early age and lasted throughout his
life. While a student, he gave speeches for the Democratic Party which
gained him the title "boy orator."6 He served for two years as city recorder
of LaPorte City, beginning in 1880, and quickly climbed the political ladder
to mayor in 1882 at the age of twenty-three. His popularity remained strong
enough that the citizens of LaPorte City called on him to seek another term
as mayor, but Sells declined. Instead he chose to become more active in
state Democratic politics by serving on the state Democratic committee for
a number of years. Despite his failure to win election in 1886 as Iowa's sec-
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eetary of state, the Democratic National Convention sent him to Indiana to
campaign for local Democratic candidates because of his celebrated oratori-
cal abilities.'
In 1889 Sells moved back to Vinton and was chosen by Governor
Horace Boies to be a member of his staff. He served in this capacity until
1892 when he was called to fill former Lieutenant Governor Joseph
Dysart's seat on the board of trustees of the Iowa State College of
Agricultural and Mechanic Arts. He served one tenn on this hoard and was
nominated for another, but declined. At the same time, Sells served two
terms as the Benton County district attorney, and The Progress Review
praised him as the "most able and vigilant public prosecutor that county has
ever known."8 A year earlier Sells had manied Lola Abbott McDaniel, with
whom he eventually had three children: Dorothy, Donald, and Barbara.
In 1892 Sells was named secretary of the Democratic National
Convention, and the following year he became chairman of the Iowa State
Democratic Convention. In 1894 Sells gained more national recognition
when President Grover Cleveland named him United States disnict attorney
for the Northern District of Iowa. He served admirably in this position until
1898 and became known for his fierce prosecution of pension fraud cases
involving Civil War veterans.g Cornell College recognized his etlorts as a
prosecutor by conferring an honorary Master of Arts degree on him that
same year. Years later he received honorary law degrees from his alma
mater and Baylor University in Texas for his accomplishments as commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs. In 1898 he returned to Vinton and resumed his pri-
vate practice of law. to
In 1907 Sells moved to Cleburne, Texas, and left behind a prosperous
law practice in Iowa. As he later noted, he moved to "pursue his political
career in the more congenial surroundings of Cleburne."ll There he estab-
lished the Texas State Bank and Trust Company and became heavily
involved in local Democratic politics. He joined Texas' "Wilson for
President" movement soon after Wilson was elected governor of New
Jersey in 1910. Many notable Texas progressives such as Otis B. Holt,
Thomas \.vatt Gregory, Albert S. Burleson, and Thomas B. Love joined
Wilson's campaign in Texas. Love forged ahead and called on Governor
Wilson to seek the nomination of the Democratic Party for president of the
United States. 12
In Texas a split existed in the Democratic Party. The progressives
faced a fonnidable conservative opposition from Governor Oscar Branch
Colquitt and Senator Joseph Weldon Bailey. To counter the growing threat
to his nomination, Wilson travelled to Texas in 1911 and planned strategy
with his supporters. At the Oriental Hotel in Dallas, Sells introduced
Wilson as the man "whom we all hope will be the next President of the
United States."ll Although the initial response to Wilson was not entirely
favorable, his following continued to grow. He identified himself with the
liberal tradition of Senator John H. Reagan, Governor James Hogg, and
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Judge A.W. Terrell to build Texas support. Unfortunately in the larger arena
of Texas politics, the continued endorsement of Wilson by the progressive
Democrats produced a further split in the state's Democratic Party. On May
11, 1912, Sells established the Wilson campaign headquarters at the Hotel
Southland in Dallas. By this time, the diligent work of Sells, Love, and
Gregory propelled the Wilson organizations into nearly every county and
town within the state. Their intention was to perfect the party organization
and to "bring out the vote," which they did cffectively.14
Governor John Hannan of Ohio ultimately won support in only two
states for the 1912 nomination of the Democratic Party. Yet, conservative
Democrats in Texas had thrown their support to Harman partially because
of his ideals but mostly to fight Wilson's nomination. They favored
Harman's traditional ideas of conservative principles and not the
"Socialistic heresies" of Wilson. The Hannan campaign was loose in orga-
nization but gained support in traditionally conservative Texas. In the
spring of 1912, however, the president of the Harman organization killed
the campaign in Texas by declaring "that if the Democratic party adopted
the principles of 'this so-called progressivism,' he [Harman] would turn
Republican."15 By May the Wilson supporters had gained control of the
state Democratic Convention in Houston, and Sells was rewarded for his
diligent work by his appointment to the national committee of the
Democratic Party.16 Wilson won the presidency in November 1912 and took
office four months later.
In June 1913 Sells was selected by Secretary of the Interior Franklin
K. Lane and President Wilson to be the commissioner of Indian Affairs.
According to Matthew K. Sniffen of the Indian Rights Association, the
selection of Sells was influenced by members of this association. In 1914
Sniffen thanked Wilson and Lane for putting the "right man in the right
place."17 Wilson wanted to place "a man of affairs, because he has millions
to administer; a man of imagination, that he may have sympathy for the
Indian; and, above all, a man with the fear of God in his heart."'8 Here
again, the moralistic attitude of the Wilson administration and the whole
Progressive Era became apparent. Lane claimed that Sells was perfect ror
his position because "it would not be a job, but an opportunity. "19
Sells chose to take this position with a salary of $5,000 per year
instead of a position with the Interstate Commerce Commis~ion with a
salary of $7,500 per year. The New Republic claimed that this position "had
taken a grip upon his [Sells1heart and life that no offer of ease or increased
salary could shake."2u The Review of Reviews insisted that this was not a
reward for political support, but rather Sells was selected because he repre-
sented both "idealism and common sense in managing the Indian Office."
Under the leadership of Lane, Sells would "encourage the evolution of
Indians into full and self-directed citizenship."21
Sells entered the office with the hope of providing strong new leader-
ship that had been lacking under his predecessor, Robert G. Yalentine. l2 He
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faced the challenge with excitement, despite the fact that he had little
knowledge of Indians. Having entered the office with few preconceived
notions, he viewed the office as a business proposition to be run in an hon-
est and efficient manner. He "inventoried" his "plant" of 6,000 employees
and made a careful study of its far-flung components.23 Sniffen praised the
"genius" Sells demonstrated early in his tenure, especially his ability to
resolve the factionalism of the bureau and to bring the "house divided
against itself' together. Becaw~c of the personal ambitions of fonner com-
missioners, the bureau had become chaotic and, Sniffen claimed, the
remaining employees were inspired by Sells' "magnetic personality" and
enthusiasmY During his eight years as commissioner, Sells faced many
monumental problems in administering the Indian policy of Congress, and
he approached the office with the same progressive zeal that was character-
istic of his formative years in Iowa politics and of the overall Wilson
administration. Early in his first year, Sells laid out his philosophy on
Indian policy. He wanted "to bring about the speedy individualization of the
Indian.~'2" Among the numerous issues with which Sells dealt, the most
pressing were land and agriculture, Indian Bureau refonn, educational ser-
vices, health care, and the military service of Indians.
Sells' new individualization policy brought the land policy of the
bureau into question. When he took office in 1913, the Dawes Severalty
Act of 1887 and its twenty-five year protection period had just ended, leav-
ing Sells to determine the competency and fate of numerous Indians. To
speed the complicated process, competency commissions were established
to survey thc different levels of ability among Indians. Once a commission
reported its findings, Sells decided whether each recommended Indian was
ready to accept the responsibility of his allotment and other financial
resources. Ultimately feeling great pressure from refonners seeking to have
Indians handle their own affairs and persons looking for the chance to buy
Indian land, Sells implemented a new policy. He released a large segment
of the Indian population from ward status based almost entirely on the
amount of Indian blood they possessed. 2fi
This "new era" in land policy intensified the problems surrounding the
rights of Indians to their land and resources. Minors' estates in Oklahoma
and agricultural rights in many Western states became two of the major
problems Sells faced. Many Oklahoma Indian minors lost much of their
land because of unauthorized sale of their allotments by both government
guardians and their own parents and relatives. This problem rapidly accel-
erated following the discovery of rich oil and coal deposits on Oklahoma
lands. Likewise, on the more arid reservations of the West, Indian water
rights came under attack from cattle and farming interests. 27
These pressing problems developed because of poor policies initiated
by Sells' predecessor and because local Indian Bureau officials failed to
carry out the policy properly. The latter practice continued to plague Sells
and the integrity of the bureau, especially because it was difficult for Sells
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to oversee the more than 6,000 employees at such distant locations. Refonn
groups such as the Indian Rights Association and the Society of American
Indians regularly protested the immoral behavior of many local employees
whose actions ranged from personal gain on land sales to running prostitu-
tion rings of Indian girlS. 28
On the national level, legislation was proposed to reform the bureau
and even to dissolve it altogether. The Johnson Bill, proposed by Senator
Edwin Johnson of South Dakota in 1916, advocated that each tribe have the
right to select its own superintendent as decided by a majority vote of the
male members of the tribe. Further legislation suggested the complete dis-
solution of the bureau, which would have left Indians bereft of treaty pro-
tections and without any federal monies. This idea sounded extreme but the
original intention of Secretary Lane and Commissioner Sells was to move
Indians toward independence in order to dissolve the bureau and save the
government money. Yet, the radical wording of this proposal insured its
legislative defeat, along with the Johnson Bill.
Education under Commissioner Robert Valentine had become an inte-
gral part of the proposed solution to Indian assimilation problems.
Valentine's administration recorded a higher number of Indians in public
schools than ever before, and by 1914 Sells declared that the number of
Indians in public schools equalled that of Indians in government schools.
Sells agreed with Valentine that educating Native Americans was an impor-
tant step in freeing them from wardship. Once Indians attained an education
they supposedly could manage their own affairs. In response to this enroll-
ment shift toward public schools, Sells began a program of reducing the
number of government schools to save money. He saw the establishment of
white public schools on allotted land as a positive step toward the destruc-
tion of the reservation system and wardship in generdl. 2Y
In 1916 Sells adopted a policy of moving education toward more voca-
tional training so Indians would be better prepared for jobs. Congress like-
wise implemented compulsory education as a part of its new program for
Indian education. While trying to adhere to the congressional guidelines
requiring school attendance, Sells set up special committees to hear Indian
complaints on school reform. By the time he left office, Sells had aban-
doned these committees and accepted the congressional guidelines. lo
Sells tried to improve the 11ves of Indians through better health condi-
tions. He received congressional appropriations to build hospitals and to
sponsor lectures on how to live a more healthy and sanitary life. However,
World War I interrupted these efforts just as the influenza outbreak of 1918
descended with a fury. This epidemic ultimately claimed over two percent
of the total Indian population in the United States. 11
Two other issues that Sells felt compelled to address were alcohol and
peyote use among Indians. The sale and use of alcohol on reservations was
illegal, but white distributors continued to make an impact. Sells vowed
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that he would not drink any alcohol whi Ie he was commissioner, and
claimed that the elimination of alcohol from the lives of Indians was a key
step in their liberation. As for the use of peyote, many reform groups peti-
tioned Sells to make forceful strides to curb and even forbid its use. Despite
Sells' efforts, peyote remained available because the contents of this drug
could not be detennined to violate any existing law. 32
The war in Europe intensified as Sells began his second term, and mil-
itary service among Indians became a major issue, though not a new con-
cept. Throughout American history Indians had played a significant role in
the military, usually as scouts or guides for military units in unfamiliar
areas. In the 1890s experimental Indian companies were organized to see if
Native Americans could become accustomed to the regimentation of mili-
tary life. This project ended with the units being disbanded by 1897, but the
war in Europe sparked more discussion on the subject.33
Sells, the refonn groups, and military officers could not reach a con-
sensus on the format for Indians in the military service, but they did gener-
ally agree that Indians should have the opportunity to serve their country.
The dispute centered on the issue of whether Native Americans would be
organized in segregated or integrated units. Sells advocated integrated units
as a way of hastening assimilation into white society. Reform groups such
as the Society of American Indians supported Sells on this point, but leg-
islative action, promoted by Joseph Kossath Dixon, called for the creation
of segregated Indian units. Each Indian recruit would receive citizenship as
well. Sells objected to this arrangement by claiming that these units would
not provide citizenship training for Indians. He won critical support from
Captain Richard Henry Pratt, who changed his initial position to support the
integrated units because he was in favor of speedy assimilation. 14
Faith in the quality of Indian soldiers proved itself in their enviable
service record, but after World War I the citizenship controversy fe-erupted.
Many refOIDlers advocated automatic citizenship for veterans and Sells sup-
ported this movement. Others advocated legislation to confer citizenship
upon all Indians and free them from government control. Sells hesitated to
go that far. With the passage of an act late in 1919 that gave citizenship to
all Indian veterans of World War I, the debate subsided until the following
decade.l~
Land policy plagued Sells more than any other single issue of his
tenure. While conceding that some "incompetent" Native Americans
required continued federal protection, he was eager to release those he con-
sidered ready for life in white society. Unfortunately, this "progressive"
notion destroyed more of the Indian land base than any single action since
the passage of the Dawes Severalty Act in 1887. Knowledge and cultural
sensitivity, not merely good intentions, were the necessary ingredients for a
proper national Indian policy, but these were sadly lacking late in the nine-
teenth and early in the twentieth centuries, and Sells' administration was no
exception.
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By the time Sells left office in 1921, he had more understanding of
Native Americans. and the problems they faced. Despite the frustrations and
political jockeying he encountered as commissioner, Sells felt he had made
some impact on the improvement of the lives of Indians. Even though he
had not achieved all he wanted, Sells returned to private life in Texas
believing that he had done his best and that Native Americans were better
off than before he became commissioner.
Sells and his wife, Lola, settled in Fort Worth since they had sold the
bank in Cleburne before he took the position in Washington. Even though
.( Sells retired from the Indian Bureau, he continued his interest in Indian
affairs and politics. A lifelong Democrat, Sells became disillusioned with
the party during the 1920s because of the internal movement to repeal the
prohibition of alcohol. In the presidential election of 1928, he supported
Herbert Hoover mostl y because of Al Smith's support of a "wet"
Democratic platform. ~6
Always politically active, Sells headed the Texas Centennial
Committee for the state's celebration of its independence in 1936. Sells also
spent much of his time travel ling to many of the areas he had once adminis-
tered, visiting many Native Americans, and almost without exception
receiving high praise for his work as commissioner of Indian Affairs. While
commissioner and in his later travels, Sells collected many Indian artifacts
which later were given to the Fort Worth Children's Museum. After battling
a lengthy illness, Sells died in Fort Worth on December 30, 1948, at the age
of eighty-nine. ~7
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RICHARD WESLEY BURNETT AND THE DALLAS EAGLES,
1948-55
49
b.v Larry G. Bowman
In 1948, Richard Wesley Burnett attracted national attention when he
purchased the Dallas Rebels of the AA Texas League for the hefty sum of
S550,000.1 Although he was something of a newcomer on the national
baseball scene in 1948, "Dick" Burnett was well-known in Southern minor
league circles. Since 1935, Burnett had owned several different teams in
Gladewater, Gainesville, and Texarkana, and in Monroe, Louisiana. He was
recognized as an aggressive and innovative baseball zealot, and as a
wealthy Texas oilman who possessed nearly unlimited baseball ambitions."
Burnett further amazed baseball observers when he purchased the Rebels'
home ballpark in Oak Cliff for an additional S265,OOO.] Burnett promptly
renamed the Rebels the "Eagles" and the ballpark "Burnett Field." In a few
weeks Burnett spent nearly a million dollars to gain control of the Dallas
franchise, and clearly indicated he had great ambitions for his newly-
acquired minor league team.4
Dick Burnett was born in McLennan County, Texas, in 1898, but was
reared in Gladewater, Texas, where his parents relocated whcn he wa,; two
years old. Although his activities took him far afield from Gladewater, the
small East Texas town remained his lifelong home. After he served in
World War T, Burnett returned to Gladewater and pursued a series of jobs
and business ventures with varying success. Then, in 1932, his. career as a
businessman took shape. He became involved in the East Texas oil boom,
struck oil, and became moderately wealthy.5 His wealth did not last long,
however. He plunged into a risky oil exploration program in Illinois and
suffered heavy losses. In 1944, he recouped his fortune when he discovered
the Wesson Field in Ouichita County, Arkansas, once again became
wealthy, and remained so the balance of his lifc.6 Throughout his early days
as an oilman, Burnett earned the reputation of a hard-driving, honest, and
intelligent businessman. He was impulsive, decisive, farsighted, and single-
minded. He had to succeed.
While Burnett made and lost his first fortune in Texas and Illinois, he
set out to follow one of his great passions in life. As a young man Burnett
had played baseball enthusiastically and while he was not particularly
talented as a player, he loved the game. So, when he became financially
affluent in his first oilfield success, he bought the Shreveport, Louisiana,
franchise in the Class C East Texas League in 1935 and moved it to his
home town. 7 His Gladewater Bears did well in 1936, winning the East
Texas League pennant, and this whetted Burnett's appetite for further
baseball adventures. In spite of his financial reverses late in the 1930s,
Burnett never ceased his activity in minor league baseball; and when he
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became a multimillionaire in the 1940s. he fulfilled a long-cherished
ambition to own a franchise in the nationally-respected Texas League.8
Burnett had two goals when he bought the Dallas team in 1948. First,
he pledged to spare no expense to improve the Eagles and to win the Tex as
League pennant-something Dallas had not accomplished since 1936.
Burnett's other objective, and clearly the more visionary of the two goals,
was to upgrade the Eagles' playing facilities, to secure a major league
franchise, and to locate it in Dallas. Although expansion franchises were
still years away and the relocation of existing major league teams was just
entering speculative discussions about the future of baseball, Burnett sensed
that significant changes in the geographical distribution of the major league
teams was imminent. During his first two years as owner of the Eagles,
Burnett spent $200,000 improving Burnett Field, the adjacent parking lot,
and buying surrounding vacant lots.9 He planned to have his ballpark in
excellent condition and ready to serve as the home of a major league team
when the opportunity arose. He also understood how the proliferation of the
automobile and the decline of public transit were affecting post-war
America, and he planned to have plenty of parking spaces for automobiles.
Burnett also was aware that fans enjoyed comfortable ballparks, and he
labored to make his park one that was pleasant, well-lighted, and safe to
visit. As he adapted to the harshly competitive world of big-time baseball,
Burnett regularly proved he was an alert and innovative operator.
Burnett assumed management of the lackluster Dallas Eagles on the
eve of the Texas League season in 1948, and devoted himself to improving
his team. His first three seasons as owner of the Eagles were mixed
successes. Burnett spent freely to locate talent for his team, and by the end
of 1949 he had assembled a roster of hard-hitting young players. In the
1950 season, the Eagles featured some powerful hitters who attracted
404,851 fans to Burnett Field. Eagle first baseman Jerry Witte hit fifty
home runs, and his teammates, Ben Guintini, Bill Serna, and Buck Frierson,
hit thirty-two, twenty-eight, and nineteen respectively.lO The Eagles showed
flashes of promise, but their record often left Burnett in despair. His team
finished next to last in 1948, and fifth in 1949 and in 1950.11
Burnett did not lose quietly or gracefully. Once, while he was upset
with the play on the field, he ripped a telephone from the wall in the
pressbox. Another time he threw a typewriter out of the pressbox, and he
often called the dugout to offer advice or criticism to his managers.
Because of his sometimes impulsive behavior in the early years of his
ownership of the Eagles, Bill Rives, a Dallas sportswriter, referred to
Burnett as "Rampant Richard. "12 By 1952, as his Eagles came of age,
Burnett learned to check public displays of his emotions, so much so that
Rives eventually declared that Burnett had forfeited the title of "Rampant
Richard. "13
In addition to his talent for assembling a team, Burnett also
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demonstrated that he was an excellent promoter. For example, he knew that
the Fort Worth Cats held the record for an opening~day crowd in the Texas
League at slightly over 16,000 spectators. To create interest in his team and
to satisfy his competitive drive, Burnett decided to use opening day of the
1950 Texas League season to establish a new attendance record. Even
though he encountered many obstacles and some criticism while pursuing
his goal, Burnett Tcnted the Cotton Bowl, cramped a playing tieid on its
turf, and began the season amidst a whirlwind of promotion and hyperbole.
The opening game of the season was preceeded by an old timers' workout
in which such immortals as Frank "Homerun" Baker, Ty Cobb, This
Speaker, Dizzy Dean, and others took batting practice and performcd the
usual pre-game, warm-up rituals before an awed and appreciative audience
of 53,578,14 Texas Governor Allan Shivers threw out the first ball when the
old timers took the field against the Tulsa Oilers, and Dizzy Dean, who
good-humoredly went along with the charade, promptly walked the first
Tulsa hitter. The Eagles' regulars then assumed their positions on the
diamond, the Tulsa leadoff batted again and singled, and the season got
underway. The opening day crowd was an all-time record for attendance at
any kind of Texas League game. I., The whole evening was a success.
Burnett engineered the attendance record he coveted and earned much good
will for the Eagles.
Burnett was a showman. He fully understood that he competed for thc
fans' entertainment dollars l and he was convinced that an evening at
Burnett Field should be a full-entertainment experience. Taking an example
from some of the major league teams, he installed an organ at the park and
hired Inez Teddlie to play it during lulls in the game and betwecn innings.
Teddlie and the Inusic became standard features at all home games.l~ He
regularly engaged in promotions to draw fans to the ballpark, and, while
these were the years in which minor league attendance declined, the Eagles
regularly set attendance records while Burnett was the club's owner. l?
Burnett was not a dilettante. He took minor league baseball seriously.
He constantly improved his team, upgraded the facilities at Burnett Field,
and carefully lobbied the owners of major league teams with an eye to the
future when he hoped he might obtain a major league team for Dallas.
Burnett was colorful; he enjoyed the notoriety hc earned as the owner of a
minor league team in a prime baseball market. He also understood that he
had to avoid becoming too controversial. The men who controlled the
major leagues often were amused by Burnett's resourcefulness. But he also
understood they could thwart him, if they decided he was too "colorful."
In January 1952, Burnett took a step that was potentially dangerous.
He decided to end segregation in the Texas League. Burnett announced the
Eagles would have at least one black on the roster for the upcoming
season-if a qualified, competent player could be located and signed to a
contract. 'S Even though Burnett edged into controversial territory in his
determination to integrate the Texas League, he un11inchingly pursued the
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matter. His detennination to integrate the league was apparent; his desire to
avoid undue controversy was equally apparent. Few faulted his decision to
banish Jim Crow from the Texas League, but Burnett knew that many
would criticize him if he handled the integration of the league poorly.
The Dallas Express, the leading black newspaper in Dallas in the
19508, took note of Burnett's activities and urged him to follow through on
his plan to integrate the league.l~ Burnett's motives for ending segregation
in the Texas League were at once altruistic and self-serving. Although he
was a product of East Texas where racial discrimination was a commonly
accepted practice, Burnett had a healthy attitude regarding civil rights. He
al so was well aware that major league baseball was slowly making
headway with its policy of voluntary integration, and, while many minor
leagues had not ended discriminatory practices, Burnett believed the
moment had anived for the Texas League to end its practice of barring
black players. Moreover, and not unimportantly, he also realized that the
introduction of black players to the league would permit him to tap a new
pool of talent. And, of course, he suspected that Dalla,;' black population
would support his effort and would bolster attendance at Burnett Field. 20
Burnett was not a liberal; but he did have a sense of what was just and what
wa~ not, and, besides, integrating the Texas League made good business
sense.21
Burnett sought the black player he wanted with his customary vigor.
First, he held two tryouts in Dallas. The first attracted black players from
Texas and surrounding stales, and several who showed some promise were
invited to a second, more intensive tryout. Unfortunately, the tryouts failed
to produce a player Burnett believed ready to compete in the tough Texas
League. His next step was to seek players in the Negro American League.
Ray Neil and Othello Renfro, veterans in the Negro American League,
were invited to spring training with the Eagles. Neil signed a short-term
contract, worked out with the Eagles in Florida, and was cut from the roster
before spring training ended; Renfro accepted travel money but failed to
appear in camp.22
Burnett's attempt to locate the black player he wanted seemed stymied.
At that point Cleveland Indians' General Manager Hank Greenberg offered
to loan David Hoskins to the Eagles. Hoskins, who had played in the Negro
American League and had toured with Satchel Paige, was a right-handed
pitcher who began his professional career as an outfielder. 23 Burnett
preferred to own the contracts of the players on his team's roster, but, in
this situation, he had little choice. As events were to prove, Burnett made a
wise decision when he added Hoskins to the Eagles' roster.
Hoskins did well with the Dallas Eagles. He debuted on April 13.
1952, and pitched the Eagles to a 4-2 win over the Tulsa Oilers. 24 About
4,000 fans attended the game, and Hoskins was accepted well by the
spectators who witnessed a history-making event. Hoskins presence with
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the Eagles had a positive influence on the Eagle~' attendance in 1952. In
1951, the Eagles had drawn a paid attendance of 228,286; in 1952, when
the Texas League experienced declining attendance, the Eagles home
turnout rose to 266,532, a ~eventeen percent increase. 2.\ Burnett was further
gratified by the fact that Hoskins' presence did not provoke racial incidents
at Burnett Field, and the integration of the Eagles proved to be a relatively
simple task.
Hoskins performed wonderfully and improved the Eagles as a
contender for the pennant. When the season ended in September, he had
recorded twenty-two wins against ten losses, and ranked among the top ten
hitters in the league with a .318 average.26 In fact, Hoskins did everything
that could have been expected of him: he served as a pinch-hitter, a pinch-
runner, and did some relief pitching on a couple of occasions. Hoskins was
a major contributor to the Eagles' championship season in 1952. Then, in
the playoffs for the right to represent the Texas League in the Dixie Series,
the Eagles were eliminated by the Tulsa Oilers. The Eagles lost four games
to two, with Hoskins the winning pitcher in both Dallas victories. 27 It was
an outstanding year for the Dallas franchise even though Burnett was
bitterly disappointed by the failure of the Eagles to represent the league in
the Dixie Series. In 1953, the Eagles (minus Hoskins, who had moved to
the major leagues) won the pennant again and defeated Nashville in the
Dixie Series. 2R
By 1952- I953, Burnett achieved one of the two goals he had set for
himself when he purchased the Eagles. A combination of real baseball
savvy, money, and hard work paved the road to championship years for the
Eagles. As Burnett enjoyed the successes of his Eagles in the early 1950~,
another of his ambitions appeared to have a increasing chance for
realization.
Since early in the 1900s, the map of the major leagues had remained
fixed. The sixteen teams in the American and National Leagues had resided
in their sites since the National Agreement of 1903 between the then rival
leagues. The warring American and National Leagues made peace in 1903,
and agreed upon the means through which they controlled the map of
baseball for the next half century. By 1950, however, American
demographics had changed dramatically and some of the weaker franchises
(i.e. Boston in the National League and S1. Louis in the American League)
sought to relocate in better baseball markets (the Boston Braves moved to
Milwaukee in 1953, and the St Louis Browns settled in Bahimore in 1954).
Other financially troubled franchises were rumored ready for relocation or
seeking new ownership. Burnett realized that an unprecedented era of
change approached major league baseball, and he understood that all the
debate about the expansion of American and National leagues appeared
promising. Burnett believed that his work improving Burnett Field,
strengthening the Eagles, and proving Dallas to be a viable baseball market
was simply a prelude to realizing his ambition of acquiring a major league
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At this point. Burnett found himself in a dilemma. On the one hand, he
wanted a major league franchise and he was well aware of the need to avoid
alienating the major league owners who were the lords of baseball. On the
other hand, he was concerned about the condition of minor league baseball.
and he increasingly became annoyed by the treatment it received at the
hands of the closed corporation of major league baseball. Burnett was
especially concerned over the decline minor league baseball experienced
early in the 1950s, and he believed that a significant part of the minor
leaguer's problems arose from the standard business practices in baseball
that clearly favored the interests of the major leagues.
Since 1949, when the minor leagues had boasted fifty-nine leagues
with an attendance of 41,872,762 spectators, the number of leagues had
declined and fan support steadily dwindled; during the 1953 season, for
example, the minors attracted 22,183,821 in paid attendance.z9 The decline
of nearly 20,000,000 paying patrons accompanied by the demise of
nineteen leagues between 1949 and 1953 alarmed minor league owners
such as Burnett. He often referred to himself as a "real minor-leaguer,"
meaning that he remained independent of "working agreement~" with
major league teams and retained control of his club and its destiny rather
than subordinate it to the interests of major league executives who viewed
the minors only as a farm system for the development of players. Burnett
was contemptuous of what he called "chain store" baseball. He often used
that term to express his profound dislike of the minor league farm systems
many of the major league teams established to develop players. The
increasingly common practices of "working agreements" and "chain
stores," Burnett believed, would eventually drive the "real minor-leaguers"
out of business. 3o
As the business conditions for minor league baseball steadily
worsened in the 1950s and the major leagues did nothing to aid the faltering
minor league establishment, Burnett decided to act. Even though he
realized he would not endear himself to the all-powerful major league
owners and possibly threaten his chances to join their ranks, he decided to
call an ad hoc meeting of all minor league owners and executives in Dallas,
Texa!':, to discuss the current prohlems of minor league baseball and to seek
remedies to the plight it faced.
Burnett decided to pay the conference's expenses, an estimated
$8,000, out of his pocket in the hope that his gesture would encourage
attendance. He was not disappointed. On Saturday, October 17, 1953,
representatives of twenty-three minor leagues plus several major league
executives assembled in the Adolphus Hotel in Dallas for a two-day
conference. 31 Burnett intended for the delegates to discuss problems
common to minor league baseball. Then, if an agreement for action
emerged from their conversations, they could carry that consensus forward
r •
-~
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at the annual meeting of the National Association of Professional Baseball
Leagues (NAPBL) scheduled for November 1953. The NAPBL was the
agency which regulated minor league baseball, and Burnett believed any
protest from the minor leagues to the major leagues ought to be delivered
through the NAPBL.
The keynote speaker at the Dallas meeting was United States Senator
Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado, who also was the president of the Western
League.-\2 Johnson, who had long sympathized with the dilemma of the
minors, delivered a stinging indictment of the business. practices of the
• major leagues, and the conference got off to a rousing start. For two days,
the delegates aired a host of issues. When the delegates ended their
deliberations, they decided to pre&ent the NAPBL with a report calling for
action on several issues.
To combat the emerging invasion of minor league territory by radio
and television broadcasts of major league games, the Dallas group called
for the restoration of the newly-discarded Rule 1 (D) of the National
Agreement.33 The National Agreement was the document which governed
the relationships among the major league teams and between the major and
minor league&, and Rule 1 (D), simply stated, banned broadcasts of baseball
games beyond a fifty-mile radius of a team's home ballpark. Broadcasting
major league games was a fairly recent innovation, and, so long as the
major leagues had confined their broadcasts to their immediate 12
metropolitan areas, the minor leagues had been unconcerned with their
policies. Early in the 1950s, some teams, such as the St. Louis Cardinals,
aggressively formed radio networks and extended their influence into areas
the minor leagues thought to be unacceptable. The major leagues
abandoned Rule 1 (D) when the United States Department of Justice
suggested that the rule worked an undue hardship on radio stations wishing
to fill the yawning gaps in afternoon programming with baseball
broadcasts. Many minor league executives believed that the major-league
owners had too quickly acquiesced to the pressure brought upon them by
the Department of Justice. After all, baseball was exempt from the anti-trust
laws, and the minor leaguers felt the owners simply used the pressure as an
excuse to earn additional revenue at the expense of the ailing minor-league
establishment.
The delegates also urged an increase in the monetary compensation a
minor-league team received when one of its players was drafted by a higher
minor-league team or by a major-league franchise. The Dallas group called
for better representation for the minors when the National Agreement was
amended, and, in addition, the delegates called for a refonn in the way the
NAPBL changed its bylaws.34 In 1953, the NAPBL required a two-thirds
majority for any alteration of its rules. The major league teams could
forestall changes in the NAPBL's by-laws since nearly seventy per cent of
the minor league teams were either owned by the majors or had "working
agreements" with major-league teams. Burnett's group suggested that the
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rule be changed to a simple majority vote.3S
The purpose of the references to the National Agreement and the
bylaws of the NAPBL was to foster an attempt to alter the means through
which Burnett and his allies felt the major leagues exploited minor-league
baseball. The proposals may, at first glance, appear innocuous, but in fact,
they challenged the one-sided advantage the majors enjoyed in their
relationship with the embattled minor leaguers.
Armed with the results of the Dallas meeting, Burnett carried its
proposals to the NAPBL's annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, where he
reported the outcome of the Dallas conference to a caucus of the Texas
League, and presented the recommendations to the NAPBL's general
assembly,36 Burnett was pleased by the general assembly's reaction. No one
condemned his Dallas conference. Nearly everyone who spoke condemned
the major-league owners for the ongoing plight of minor-league baseball.
After a series of speeches and debates, the NAPBL created a special
committee to study all the issues at stake and to report to the general
assembly in 1954 at its next annual meeting in Houston, Texas."
Although Burnett was not appointed to the special committee, he
agreed to serve as its temporary chairman. The committee, which was never
given an official name, met under his direction in Dallas early in 1954,
elected Leslie O'Connor, the general counsel to the Pacific Coast League,
as its permanent chairman, and proceeded to work on the charge given it by
the NAPBL. Burnett ended his formal association with the committee but
watched its progress with keen interest. He also shared its disappointment
when the major leagues rejected all of the committee's proposals in
December 1954.3B
Burnett's modest efforts to reform baseball failed. All through 1953
and 1954, he urged change, but, at the same time, he exercised caution.
After all, one of his over-riding ambitions was to establish major-league
baseball in Dallas, and he could not afford to alienate the major-league
owners who, he hoped, would someday permit him to purchase a franchise.
On June 1, 1955, fifty-seven year old Dick Burnett died of a heart
attack while he was in Texarkana, Texas, to see his Eagles playa weekend
series against the Texarkana SportS.39 One can only guess what might have
occurred had Burnett hved a few years longer. He had labored diligently
and carefully to position himself to acquire a major-league team for Dallas,
and he may well have taken advantage of either the franchise relocation or
expansion programs the major leagues inaugurated in the 1950s and 1960s.
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THE HOUSTON COLT AS's:
THE OTHER EXPANSION TEAM OF 1962
59
by Ron Briley
The date is October 15, 1986, and the scene is the Astrodome in
Houston, Texas. Astros outfielder Kevin Bass steps to the plate with two
out and tying run Denny Walling waiting at second base. Bass, facing
veteran New York Mets relief pitcher Jesse Orosco, works the count full.
Orosco delivers a wicked slider, and Bass is unable to make contact. The
Mets win seven to six, clinching the National League pennant. The Orosco-
Bass confrontation put the finishing touch on a sixteen-inning, four-hour
and forty-two minute spectacular which sportswriter Jerry Izenberg termed
"the greatest game ever played."1 The New York franchise would go on to
appear in its third World Series, defeating Boston in seven games. Houston
would once again remain at home and play second fiddle to the Mets, just
as they had when the two franchises entered the National League twenty-
five years earlier.
The 1962 season was viewed as a very important one by officials of
organized basebalL Despite the 1961 drama surrounding the assaults of
Mickey Mantle and Roger Maris on the sixty homerun mark of Babe Ruth,
baseball attendance declined slightly. Attendance was down 5.6 percent
from 1960, and only the Tigers, Yankees, and Reds demonstrated any
significant increases. Meanwhile, the National Football League set an
attendance record in 1961. The Associated Press followed these box office
receipts with a poll of sportswri ters and broadcasters as to whether
professional football would replace baseball as the nation's number-one
sport in the next ten to twenty years. In a narrow decision of over 200
individuals polled, football won by three votes. In response, Baseball
Commissioner Ford Frick observed that baseball, unlike other sports, was
not seasonal and maintained year-around interest, playing only a lesser role
than God and school in American families. Faced with the threat of the
Continental League attempting to form a third major league and Congress
looking into depriving baseball of its anti-trust exemption, Frick also placed
considerable faith in franchise expansion, observing, "Getting New York
and Houston into the National League was a good move and its going to
help increase attendance throughout the country in 1962."2 But the two new
franchises failed to receive equal attention from the nation's media. While
in 1986 Houston was defeated on the playing field by an eventual world
champion, in 1962, Houston, fielding a competent expansion entry, was
overlooked by sportswriters and fans in favor of a New York Mets team
which established modcm day records fOT futility.
Of course, there were many reasons for the national attention focused
on the 1962 Mets. They resided in the nation's media center and were able
to attract such skilled chroniclers as Jimmy Breslin. The Mets were also
Ron Briley is Assistant Headma.ster ar Sandia Preparato1}' School, Alhuquetque, New Mexico.
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well represented by General Manager George Weiss and Manager Casey
Stengel who recalled the glory days of the New York Yankees in the 1950s.
Having to compete with the popular Yankees for the New York market,
Weiss decided that the Mets would draft well-established veteran& to fill the
expansion roster. Players such as Gil Hodges, Don Zimmer, Charley Neal,
Gus Bell, and Richie Ashburn adorned the roster, providing the Mets with
older hands who were household names to baseball fans in New York and
throughout the country. While the team was old and short of pitching,
Stengel remained quotable, and the nation became infatuated with such
lovable losers as former Yankee "Marvelous" Marvin Throneberry.3 Indeed,
the Mets proved to be so bad that they did restore some of the interest in
baseball which many in the game feared was being lost to professional
foothall.
Meanwhile, ignored in the national hoopla over Stengel and the Mets,
a solid first year expansion franchise had been established in Houston.
While not as frustrating for Houston fans as Bass's swing and miss in 1986,
the overshadowing of Houston by the Mets in 1962 remains disconcerting.
The story of Houston's workmanlike, professional approach to fielding an
expansion team deserves an audience.
Appealing to the frontier images sti II associated with Texas and its
largest city, the initial logo for the Houston team was the Colt ,45s, often
shortened to Colts, a symbol of the gun considered to have played a leading
role in the winning of the West. According to historians of Houston this
may be a fitting image for the city. Francisco A. Rosales and Barry J.
Kaplan maintain nineteenth-century values have retained a stronghold in
Houston, remarking, "Individualism, opportunity, capitalism, and limited
government, virtual dogma in American government before the 1929 crash,
have remained sacred in Houston." The Houstonian sense of individualism
ha~ also been apparent in the desire to conquer a harsh environment. In his
history of the city, David G. McComb described Houston as the most air-
conditioned city in the world, stating, "There is nothing closer to hell in
modem America than to he caught after a rain in a Houston jam at midday
in an unair-conditioned car. It is possible, at that moment, to appreciate the
plight of a steamed clam, and the situation does nothing to improve human
temperament."4- The Houston way of coping with this environment has been
to build huge structures of steel and concrete, while paying little attention
to zoning and creation of open spaces.
This approach was evident in Houston's initial efforts to capture a
National League franchise. In 1958, Harris County voters approved a $20
million dollar revenue bond issue for a combined football-baseball stadium,
but when interest developed in an indoorl air-conditioned facility, it was
necessary in 1961 to go back to the electorate and get approval for $22
million doIlars in general obligation bonds. With the bond issues indicating
popular support, the Houston Sports Association, led by George Kirksey,
Craig Cullinan, and William Kirkland. applied for a major league franchise
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and agreed to lease the proposed facility at a rent sufficient to payoff the
bonds. The Harris County Domed Stadium, or the Astrodome, as it would
eventually be called, was not ready for the inaugural 1962 campaign. The
Colt .45s would have to compete against the Mets without the publicity of
the world's fIrst indoor park for basebalJ.5
Instead~ the Colt .45s played in a temporary structure, Colt Stadium,
with a seating capacity of 32,000 and located on the same lot as the
projected domed stadium. The playing dimensions of Colt Stadium were
360 feet down the foul lines, 420 feet in center, and 395 feet in left and
right power alleys. In jest, the Sporting News reported, "Our scouts tell us
that Colt Stadium extends from the Pecos on the west to the Sabine on the
east, and from the Red River on the north to the Gulf of Mexico on the
south. The Gulf side is the comparatively short fence because even Texas
peters out in this southerly direction,"6 This playing surface dictated a
decision to invest in young players who could run, catch, and throw.
Unlike the Mets, who emphasized name players in the draft. Houston
selected younger athletes, many of them out of the talented Los Angeles
Dodger system. Among the players assembled by Houston were Dodger
products Norm Larker, Bob Lillis, and Bob Aspromonte; former Giants'
bonus baby Joe AmalfItano; Boston Red Sox shortstop Don Buddin; and
outfielder Al Spangler from the Milwaukee Braves. For pitching the Colts
selected such players as veteran Dick Farrell from the Dodgers, Bob Bruce
from the Tigers, and knuckleballer Ken Johnson, who had won six while
losing two for the National League champion Cincinnati Reds.7
To guide this group of young players, Houston management hired
former Baltimore Orioles manager Paul Richards as general manager,
replacing Gabe Paul who had resigned in late 1961 to join the Cleveland
organization, and former journeyman outfielder and skipper of the Kansas
City Athletics Harry Craft as manager. Craft had a reputation for handling
young players, earned while managing in the Yankee farm system. In fact,
Craft had guided Mickey Mantle in his first two professional seasons, and
the Yankee outfielder continued to sing the praises of Craft, asserting,
"Craft was more like a father to me than a manager. I guess I was lucky to
have him my first two years. He started me out right." Houston
management believed Craft could exercise patience with their young talent
and start them out right. Philosophically, Craft emphasized treating young
players with courtesy and respect. Players making mistakes would be dealt
with firmly by the manager, but there would no public criticism. Craft
concluded, "Have confidence in your players and win their respect and
you've taken a giant stride in the direction of building a winning club."8
Taking fifty-four players to training facilities in Apache Junction,
Arizona, Craft and his team got off to a rough start in the Cactus League
exhibition season, dropping their first two contests. However, working hard
under the direction of Richards and Craft, the Colts completed their
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Arizona Cactus League schedule in first place with a mark of fourteen wins
and seven losses. Craft. not wanting expectations in Houston to run too
high l played down the Cactus League success l observing, "We've done a
lot of experimenting and so have the other teams. We've played against a
lot of people we won't be seeing after April 10 [opening day]. The
important thing was that our players really got to work, and their morale
was terrific. But I'll tell you we'll take any championship we can get."Y
While Craft sought to lower expectations, the Colts created additional
excitement by st311ing the season in Houston with a three-game sweep of
the Chicago Cubs. The opening day crowd of 25,271 was somewhat of a ~
disappointnlent, but numbers were held back by threatening weather and
unresolved parking problems. Thirty-year old, tlvc-foot seven-inch Bobby
Shantz went the distance for the Colts, holding the cubs to just five hits in
an 11 to 2 victory. Offensive punch was provided by former Pirate Roman
Mejias, who blasted a pair of three-run homeruns. lO Houston continued its
mastery of the Cubs on April 11 and 12 by tossing consecutive shutouts at
the overwhelmed Cubs. Hal Woodeschick and Dick Farrell combined for a
2-0 victory, followed by veteran left-hander Dean Stone's three hitter. Judge
Roy Hofbeinz, emerging as a principal player within the Houston Sports
Association, was excited about the Colts sweep, but offered a somewhat
backhanded compliment to the players, commenting, "Who'd have thought
we could do it? Why \Voodeschick and Stone are rejects, retards, and they
pitch shutouts for us." The only negative note for the Colts was a threat of
rain, including a delay in the second game, which kept total attendance for
the Cubs series down to 53 l 445. 11
The Colts were brought back to earth when they arrived in
Philadelphia on April 13 to face the Phillies, who developed into their
greatest nemesis. Craft decided to try Farrell in a starting role, and the
flame-thrower responded with nine strikeouts while allowing two hits
through six innings, but the Colts could muster little offense and went down
by a score of 3 to 2. In the final game of the series, Ken Johnson yielded
only six hits in seven innings, but was bested by Phillies right-hander Art
Mahaffey, who blanked the Colts.
From Philadelphia, the Colts traveled to New York to do battle with
their rival new franchise which had started the season with four consecutive
losses. Due to rain, the Colts were able to play only one game in New York,
but while waiting out the weather, Houston sportswriters had ample
opportunity to record the comments of Mets manager Casey Stengel.
Responding to his team's poor start, as well as inclement Eastern weather,
Stengel observed, "We can't play in rain or snow. My men are high-class
ball players, beautifully built. They're all from California. They can't stand
this kind of weather. Why this rain and snow has frozen my brain. And my
players had on ski outfits." Then, without missing a beat, the Ole'
Professor, mused l "You know once you get that dome up, we won't be able
to recognize you guys. Now you look good and healthy and tanned. I won't
be able to recognize you after you get light-complected." No wonder the
incompetent Mets received more prcss than the successful Colts. Poor
Harry Craft was no match for his quotable opposite in the Mets dugout. But
on the field, Houston asserted its superiority over the Mets with a win in
eleven innings, climaxed by a three-run homerun by shortstop Don
Buddin. 11
The Colts finished their first road trip of the season by splitting two
games with the Cubs. Of their first eight games, Houston had won five. The
pitching staff was the talk of the National League, having yielded only
thirteen runs. Although not in a league with Stengel, Manager Craft
quipped, "If we keep getting this kind of pitching, this is going to be a very
interesting summer." Hitting, however, continued to worry the Colts,
especially the poor start of outfielder Jim Pendleton, who went only two for
fourteen. Pendleton, with a lifetime major league batting average of .260,
refused to use race as an excuse for his poor start, although the outfielder
was the only African American on the squad, besides the seldom-used
Johnny Weekly who was soon optioned to the minors. Pendleton minimized
the racial abuses and taunts he received in baseball, insisting, "I tum a deaf
ear, that's the best way."lJ
Pendleton broke out of his slump with a threc-for-four performance
when the Colts returned home, but the Phlllies continued their domination,
defeating the Colts 3-1. The Phillies completed a sweep of their two-game
series with a narrow triumph on April 22, and for the first time some
reporters suggested that the Philadelphia tearn had a hex over the Colts. The
homestand concluded with the Colts dropping three out of five contests
with the Cardinals and Braves. After the first eleven home games of the
season, the Colts had drawn 202,400 fans for an average of 18,363 per
game, a pace approaching a million and a half for the year. Noting the early
season success of the Colts, the Sporting News editorialized that there
would be a day of reckoning for the new franchise and the Texans should
watch their bragging, but meanwhile, "The Colts and their friends are
having fun. They're enjoying baseball, winning games and being bois-
terous. Their attitude is refreshing and admirable."14
There was a bit of reckoning on the next road trip as the Cards swept a
three-game series from the Colts in S1. Louis, while the Colts were able to
earn a split of a four-game set in Milwaukee. During this road trip the Colts
also made their first trade of the young season, sending opening day pitcher
Bobby Shantz to the Cardinals in exchange for young prospects Carl
Warwick and John Anderson. The transaction made it clear that the Colts
were continuing to build for the future and that there was not much room
for sentiment in the business of baseball. Shantz had trouble regaining
strength in his arm following an injury in New York during his second start.
A disappointed Shantz remarked, "I hate to go, but 1 guess this is the way it
is when you get old." The veteran understood the business of baseball and
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have been treated well by this team."15'
The Colts returned home on May 8 to face an important set of games
with National League powerhouses Los Angeles and San Francisco. The
Colts did not fare well with the coast tcams, dropping five of seven
contests. Despite being dominated in these games, the Colts drew well,
raising their season attendance figure to 350,314, helped by a total of
65,143 for a weekend series with the Giants. After an outstanding start
Houston's record had fallen by mid-May to 11 wins against 18 losses. They
were in eighth place, eleven and one-half games out of first and only two
games ahead of the last place Mets. 16
The Colts had a tough West Coast road trip awaiting them, but they
were attired in new traveling uniforms befitting their logo and the Texas
frontier heritage. The western style suits featured wide-brimmed cowboy
hats, bright blue suits, orange ties, and boots. While these outfits may have
turned heads in California, Houston continued to have its difticulties with
the Giants and Dodgers, dropping five out of seven contests. 17
On May 21, the Colts returned to the friendly confines of Colt Stadium
for the Mets first visit to town. As usual, media attention focused on the
irrepressible Casey Stengel. Like his appearances throughout the National
League, Stengel was greeted with a standing ovation by the Houston fans.
In turn, he developed his theory of pitching to an eager Houston press
corps. Stengel explained, "Pitching is like everything else in baseball.
Ought to have it. You can't stand out there and catch those balls in the
bleachers. Somebody will break a leg. These ballplayers aren't going to
break any legs. I will tell you that." But after Houston swept the two-game
series with the,Mets, Stengel's mood was a little more gruff. He complained
that home plate umpire AI Forman "wasn't too familiar with his caBs." A
frustrated Stengel concluded, "Maybe it is best we get out of town and try
our luck against the Dodgers. We probably have a better chance of beating
them than this bunch."18
'"i
. :
The Colts completed the homestand by splitting two games with the
Cincinnati Reds and dropping two out of three to the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Crowds declined during the homcstand, with only a little over 8,000 fans !'<
attending the second game with the Reds, although for twenty-five games
the Colts had drawn 406,516, placing them only behind the Dodgers and
Giants in total attendance. Fans applauded the exploits of Dick Farrell, the
first four-game winner on the staff; jim Golde, who had a gaudy 1.80
earned run average for fifty innings; and Roman Mejias. the Cuban
outfielder who had hit ten homeruns, three more than his previous major
league hjgh.l~
On May 28. the Colts departed Houston for a road trip to Cincinnati,
Chicago, and Pittsburgh. After dropping a game to the Reds, the Colts
continued to dominate the Cubs, sweeping a two-game series. June 1 found
the Colts in seventh place, fourteen games out of first and five games ahead
of the last place Mets. When the team reached Pittsburgh, Craft had to deal
with a small player revolt involving the wearing of western suits on the
road. Ten players had not worn the suits from Cincinnati to Chicago,
complaining the outfits had caused negative conunents and contributed to a
"circus-like" atmosphere. In Chicago, airline passengers reportedly asked
Colts players such questions as "Where is the Rodeo'?" and "Where's your
horse?" But Craft made clear this was not a negotiable issue. He reminded
the players they had voted for the western suits before the season, and they
would wear them. The 1960" rcpre<;ented a time period in which
management dominated and player options were limited through strict
enforcement of thc reserve clause. Conformity and compliance were still
the watchwords of ballplayers, and player representative catcher Hal Smith
announce that the Colts would adhere to the wishes of management. With
the great western-suit controversy quashed, the Colts moved on to
Pittsburgh where they dropped the first two games of the series, but swept
their first doubleheader, scoring ten runs in each of the victories.20
Enthused with their power show against Pittsburgh, the Colts returned
home for a ten-game strekh. They got off to a fine start, taking two out of
three contests from the Braves. The Houston team was feeling feisty, and
Craft commented on the strong morale of the team, observing, "Our
personnel has excellent morale and a measure of confidence. At times talent
alone will not get the job done. A team needs morale and we've got it."
Morale also remained high among Houston fans, despite the complaints of
New York columnist Dick Young that Houston urgently needed the domed
stadium due to the "recent mass attack upon players and fans by voracious
mosquitoes at the Colt park." After splitting two games with the Dodgers, a
doubleheader with Los Angeles on June 10 drew Houston's first sell-out
crowd of the year, 33,145, but the fans left disappointed as the Colts lost
both games. Fortunately, the New York Mets furnished the opposition for
the remainder of the homestand, with Houston taking two out of three
games. In the final contest of the series, Houston right-hander Bob Bruce
recorded his fifth victory of the year. A disgruntled Stengel was once again
glad to get his Mets out of Houston, complaining, "We made four errors
and it could have been eight. But the big thing is that we are chasing bad
balls or taking good pitches. It really was a bad game to watch."21
After a break-even homestand, the Colts departed on June 15 for what
proved to be a successful road swing to the West Coast. The Colts took four
out of five games from the Dodgers and Giants. Harry Craft insisted the
Colts had a solid nucleus with Norm Larker at first, Joey Amalfitano at
second, Bob Aspromonte at third. Bob Lillis at shortstop. Al Spangler in
left field, Carl Warwick in center, and the bedrock of Roman Mejias with
sixteen homeruns and a .300 batting average in right field. The starting staff
of Jim Golden, Ken Johnson, Dick Farrell, and Bob Bruce led the National
League in shutouts with seven. And with the work of youngsters such as
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target. A euphoric Houston Chronicle stated, "The odds are that back home
the ex-politico named Roy Hofheinz who turned to baseball is wondering
what it costs for the printing of World Series tickets."22
The West Coast swing proved to be the highlight of the season for the
Colts. The next few months were no picnic for the Houston franchise as
reality caught up with the expansion team. After losing two out of three to
the Mets, the Colts moved into Philadelphia, where the Phillies swept the
three garnes, extending their winning streak to seven over the Colts. The
road trip ended with the Colts dropping six of eleven, and the Phillies
replaced the Colts in seventh place. The Colts' lead over ninth place
Chicago was only five games. 2J
The losing ways continued after the team's return to Houston. After
blowing a June 28 exhibition contest to a Texas League all-star team, the
Colts made several roster changes, adding veteran pinch hitter Bob eery,
"bonus baby" Ernie Fazio from Santa Clara University, and former Cub
pitcher Dick Drott, who had completed his military service. But roster
changes provided little relief for the slump, and the accounts of Colt games
began to sound more like those of the tloundering Mets. After dropping the
first game of the homestand on June 30 to the Reds, the Colts broke a five-
game losing streak when Bob Bruce beat the Cincinnati club in a game
shortened to seven innings by a thick fog. The key hit for the Colts was a
double by Carl Warwick, which Reds outfielder Marty Keough claimed he
never saw. But there were not many othcr acts of God to bail out the
slipping Colts. On July 2, Reds pitcher Joey Jay beat Houston in a game
which featured lumbering Bob Cerv failing to score from second base on an
Al Spangler triple. It seems that Cerv believed the Spangler hit was foul
and had not been running at a full clip. The disastrous homestand was
finished with a three-game sweep of the Colts by the Pirates. The Colts had
now lost eight of their last ten, and crowds were beginning to dwindle at
Colt Stadium. Only a little over 6000 fans, the smallest crowd of the year,
witnessed Bob Cerv's unsuccessful dash toward home plate. 24
As the Colts prepared for a road trip before the much needed All-Star
game break, Houston Chronicle sports editor Dick Peebles attempted to
place the recent losing ways of the Colts in perspective. Peebles pointed out
that the Colts had been predicted to finish tenth, but as the halfway poi nt of
the season approached, they were in eighth place, only one game out of
seventh. All the Colts had to do to finish in seventh was beat the Phillies,
and certainly before the season started, Houston fans would have been well
satisfied with any position above tenth place. Early success had simply
spoiled Colt fans a bit. However, the road remained unkind to the Colts,
who dropped three out of four games in Cincinnati before the All-Star
game.25
On July 9, Dick Farren, the only Colts player selected to the All-Star
classic, lost both ends of a doubleheader. Tired from his work in Cincinnati,
Farrell was not called upon by Reds manager Fred Hutchinson to perform
in the interleague contest. Farrell's selection surprised many in the Colt
camp_ Outfielder Roman Mejias, with nineteen homeruns, forty-eight runs
batted-in, and a .3] 1 average through games of July 2. was visibly upset
that he was not included on the National League roster. Farrell remarked,
"With my record, I've got to be surprised." But Farrell, who had pitched in
a number of tough luck games, had a deceiving record. Both starting and
relieving, he had appeared in twenty-three games, winning five and losing
eight, saving five, and posting a good earned run average of 2.48. 211
A two-day vacation did little to change the fortunes of the Colt~. They
started the second half by losing a single game in Philadelphia and suffered
a three-game sweep at the hands of the Pirates. Houston pitching, which
had once been the mainstay of the team, collapsed, giving up an average of
almost seven runs per game in July. Returning to Houston on July 15, the
Colts broke their losing streak, splitting a doubleheader with the Cubs. The
crowd was small, 6,907, and the temperature a muggy ninety-five degrees,
and the Colts played sloppily, committing nine errors in the two games. A
frustrated Craft acknowledged the Colts had played so poorly they did not
even deserve a split. An angry Paul Richards threatened a major shakeup of
the Houston roster, but after cooling off for a day, recanted, "I don't see
how anybody can be disappointed in this team as long as we're ahead of
anybody."'27
The losses continued to mount for the Colts. The Phillies arrived in
Houston on July 17 and proceeded to sweep four contests from the helpless
Colts, running their winning streak over the Colts to twelve and leaving
Houston with a five-game losing streak and twenty-two losses in the last
twenty-five games, But Dick Farrell demonstrated a little spunk for the
Colts, defeating the Cardinals on July 20 and attempting to keep the team
loose with his jokes and bench jockeying. Farren predicted that the Colts
might win fifty of their next seventy games and insisted. "Just wait till we
play the big teams. We'll show 'em. We knock off the big ones. Just call us
the Houston spoilers." Farrell proved to be a better pitcher than forecaster.
Following a four-game split with the first division Cardinals, the Giants
moved into town and swept three from the Colts. The last game of the
series witnessed some dramatics when popular Houston third baseman Bob
Aspromonte fulfilled the request of a nine-year-old blind boy from
Arkansas to hit a homerun. Aspromonte connected in the eighth inning off
Giants reliever Stu Miller, but the story lacked a true story-book ending as
the Colts fell a run short of winning the game. Joining Aspromonte in the
spotlight was Facre, who, following a public confession that he had tried to
get out Stan Musial with a spitball, hit Willie Mays with a pitch on July 24
aftcr the Giants centerfielder had homered the first two times at bat. Mays
insisted that Farrell was a good pitcher but a "bush leaguer" for the
beaning. The fireworks of the Giants series pushed season attendance over
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caused attendance to slow down, the 700,000 figure surpassed the totals of
American League expansion teams in Los Angeles and Washington.2~
After dropping two out of three in Chicago, the Colts left the Windy
City in ninth place as the team prepared for a short break during the second
All-Star game of the season. Again FarreH was Houston's only representa-
ti ve on the National League squad, but this time he did pitch, surrendering a
three-run homerun to Rocky Calavito. While he was pleased to be an All-
Star, the Houston hurler made it clear that, like many other players, he did
not particularly care for playing a second All-Star game.29
The Colts moved into August with a record of thirty-seven wins and
sixty-five losses, in ninth place, and thirty-two games behind first place Los
Angeles. However, following a six-game split with the Braves and
Cardinals on the road, the season dropped to a new low when the Colts
returned to Houston for a fourteen-game homestand with the Reds, Braves,
Cardinals, and Cubs. The Reds swept a four-game series in which the Colts
were held scoreless for thirty-eight innings until they were able to push
across an unearned run. The first game of the Reds series was frustrating
and seemed to foreshadow the entire homestand. Dick Farrell pitched
twelve scoreless innings, but the Colts lost the game in the thirteenth inning
when Reds relief pitcher Johnny Klippstein homered. The last game of the
homestand, in which the Colts had played poorly and posted only five wins,
was the smallest crowd of the year, a total of 4,543 fans. While most of the
city was disappointed with the team's August home showing, relief pitcher
Russ Kemmerer, an ordained minister, saved two games and was rewarded
with an appointment to the staff of Bethany Methodist Church in Houston. JO
The Colts could have used divine intervention when they visited their
nemesis in Philadelphia. But even the Reverend Kemmerer was unable to
pull any strings as the Phillies swept a three-game series from the Colts,
extending their winning streak over Houston to fifteen, with an opportunity
to sweep the season series the first week in September in Colt Stadium. The
Colts' woes continued as the Pirates took two from the hapless Houston
club. The longest losing streak of the year hit nine games as the Colts
dropped two more games in Cincinnati, but Houston rebounded to take a
doubleheader from the Reds on August 27. The Colts followed up this
success by winning both games of a two-game set in St. Louis. By
prevailing in the last four games, the Colts were able to post a mark of four
wins and seven losses on the road before moving into Chicago for two
games. Four victories in a row had allowed Houston to recapture eighth
place by a half game over the Cubs, and a split allowed Houston to retain
this lofty position before moving home to face a showdown with
Phi ladelphia.
Despite regaining eighth place, the August road trip was a difficult one
for many Houston players and morale was low. A discouraged Craft
confessed, "We've tried all possible infield and outfield combinations.






















You'll see a lot of new faces when the player limit is off after August 30."
Craft also levied fines against infielders Aspromonte and Larker for
throwing their helmets and bats, and many players realized their status for
the next season was questionable. Joe Amalfitano, who had started the
season as the Colts second baseman, was only hitting .235 and had been
benched in favor of Bob Lillis. The former Giant was reconciled to being
traded, while first baseman Norm Larker, who also had suffered through a
disappointing season, acknowledged, "We're like soldiers, we're all
expendable." Harry Craft agreed, insisting, "We'd trade Dick Farrell if we
could benefit." This sense of insecurity led to a scuffle between Hal
Woodeschick and rookie catcher Jim Campbell before the game on August
26 in Cincinnati.31
The disgruntled Colts flew home to face the Phillies and considerable
hoopla orchestrated by management to attract fans and end the Phillie hex
over Houston. Scheduled to pitch the first game of a September 3
doubleheader with the Philllies, Dick Farrell agreed to swap his regular
uniform number "43" for number "13." Ladders were erected in front of the
Phillies clubhouse, while Colt~ fans bringing Arabian prayer rugs, rabbits'
feet, four-leaf clovers, or horseshoes were given half-price admission. The
finishing touch for Houston management was the hiring of ex-prize fighter
Kid Dugan, known for his devastating stare, to put a spell on the Phillies.
Kid Dugan confidently told Colts Vice-President George Kirksey that the
Philadelphia team "hasn't got a chance."
The circus-like atmosphere was successful in attracting over 19,000
curious fans, but the Phillies prevailed, sweeping the doubleheader. Kid
Dugan expressed shock, explaining, "May my tongue cleave to the roof of
my mouth. I'd rather lost my right arm than see what happened tonight."
The Phillies streak over the Colts had reached seventeen, and one more
victory would allow the Philadelphia franchise to become the first major
league team to sweep a season series. However, on September 5, in a
contest lacking the exhibitionism of the previous evening and attended by
the smallest crowd of the season, the Colts and pitcher Bob Bruce denied
the Phillies an opportunity to establish a major league record. defeating
Philadelphia 4 to 1. The taciturn Craft summed up the situation succinctly,
"You can't lose "em all." After breaking the Philadelphia jinx, the Colts
took two games from the Pirates and three from the Mets, establishing a
six-game winning streak and solidifying their hold on eighth place. While
only a little over 8,000 spectators showed up for the last three games with
the Mets, the Dodgers last visit to Colt Stadium on September 12 drew
almost 29,000 fans. But the Colt winning streak was halted as the Dodgers
won, with hard luck Ken Johnson taking his fifteenth loss of the season.32
Before finishing the season with nine games against pennant
contenders San Francisco and Los Angeles, the Colts departed on a road
trip to Milwaukee and New York. After dropping two one-run decisions to
the Braves, the Colts were not excited about playing the Mets, who were
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hopelessly mired in tenth place, but they were ready to play the role of
~poiler with the coa~t clubs. Hal Woodeschick summed up Colt attitudes
about the New York trip when he quipped, "Wouldn't it be nice if it rained
for the next three days." But four games were played with the Mets. The
Colts took two twin bills from New York, spoiling Casey Stengel apprecia-
tion night. Houston third baseman Bob Aspromontc established a National
League record, playing fifty-seven games without an error until he booted a
grounder hit by Elia Chacon in the first game of the September 20
doubleheader. The four-game set gave final proof to what had been obvious
since ApriL Despite all the media attention focused on Stengel and the
aging stars acquired by the Mets, it was clear the Colts had fielded the
better expansion team, finishing twenty games ahead of New York in the
standings. 33
The Colts returned home on September 21 to face the Giants for three
games. San Francisco won the first game, but Harry Craft was angry
because he believed Giants manager Alvin Dark had attempted to run up
the score by hit-and-run plays when the Giants held a large lead. Craft
predicted, "It'll come back to haunt them." And it did the next evening as a
bases-loaded single by Roman Mejias in the ninth propelled the Colts to a
6-5 victory. However, the Giants dominated the Colts in the final home
game of the season. The Colts had completed their home season wi th a
record of thirty-two wins and forty-eight losses. The Colts drew 924,456
fans, falling just short of their goal of one million, which had been negated
hy a team tailspin in July and August and the humid Houston climate. The
Colts had also defeated the Mets in the attendance battle, outdrawing the
New York club by 1,926 spectators. J4
The stage was set for an exciting finish as the Colts moved west to
face the Dodgers and Giants for the final six games of the 1962 season. The
Giants trailed the Dodgers by three games, and the Colts would have an
important say in determining the National League pennant. On September
25, the final road swing of the season opened with Dick Farrell facing his
former Dodger teammates. Revenge was sweet as Farrell went ten innings,
defeated the Dodgers 3 to 2 and earned his tenth victory of the season. The
Dodgers bounced back the next day behind left-hander Johnny Podres who
tamed the Colts by a 13 to 1 count. However, the Colts won the series by
taking the final game behind some excellent relief pitching by Jim
Umbright. The Dodger lead was cut to two games, and a disgruntled erowd
showered the field with seat cushions after the final out. After rain on
Friday, the Colts faced the Giants in a doubleheader on September 29. The
Colts managed to salvage a split with the Giants when Bob Bruce tossed a
six hitter in the second game. The Dodgers had dropped two contest~ to the
Cardinals, and Los Angeles entered the final game of the season with a one-
game lead over San Francisco. The Colts did their best to play the role of
spoiler. They sent staff ace Farrell to face Giant lefty Billy O'Dell before
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allowed to obscure the memory of (he Colt .45s who brought major league
baseball to Houston and to Texas in 1962. The ballpark was hot and muggy
with numerous mosquitoes, but the achievements of Dick Farrell, Ken
Johnson, Bob Bruce, Jim Golden, Hal Woodeschick, Russ Kemmerer,
Norm Larker, Bob Lillis, Joe Amalfitano, Bob Aspromonte, Roman Mejias,
Carl Warwick, Al Spangler, Hal Smith, and Jim Pendleton are worth
remembering.
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all season, the Houston bats fell silent. The Giants triumphed. and Farrell
lost his twentieth contest of the season. The San Francisco victory placed
pressure on the Dodgers, who dropped a 1-0 contest to the Cardinals,
forcing a play-off between the Dodgers and Giants, The Giants eventually
prevailed in the best two-of-three series, and the Colts had played a pivotal
role in deciding the outcome of the National League pennant, a fitting
conclusion to what was really a rather successful inaugural campaign. 35
The Colts compiled a record of fifteen wins and twelve losses for the
month of September, their best month of the season. A strong finish and the
excitement of being involved in the pennant race tended to era~e memories
of the Colts' disastrous July and August. Optimism was the watchword for
Houston management following the 1962 season. Predicted to finish tenth,
the Colts achieved eighth place, completing the year with a record of sixty-
four wins and ninety-six defeats. While finishing thirty-six games out of
first and sixteen out of seventh - Philadelphia with their domination of
Houston was able to gain seventh place - the Colts completed the season
six games ahead of ninth-place Chicago and twenty-four ahead of the Mets,
who had compiled a record of just forty wins against 120 losses. The Colts'
surprising finish was primarily due to a fine pitching staff which achieved
an earned run average of 3.80, while compiling a strikeout total of 1,039
and allowing only 467 walks. The hitting star of the franchise was
outfielder Roman Mejias with a .286 batting average, twenty-fouf home-
runs, and seventy-six runs-batted in. 1962 was Mejias's only year in a
Houston unifonn. In the off-season, he was traded to Boston for American
League batting champion Pete Runnels. The team also did well at the box
office, ending up sixth in National League attendance. Vice-President
George Kirksey summed up the year, "Most of our objectives were
realized. We did not lose 100 games or finish last. We licked our expansion
twin, the Mets, and outdrew them at the box office. We have a foundation
to build on, and by blending our upcoming players in with the 1962 team,
should begin the long, hard climb up the National League ladder." Similar
sentiments were expressed by Roy Hofheinz, who concluded, "We made
great progress in a year, and we look forward to continued hard work and
progress. No one in the Houston organization will be satisfied until
Houston has a world's champion."36
The championship predicted by Hofheinz has eluded the Houston
franchise and no pennants fly under the Astrodome. The competent
expansion team of 1962 was not a publicity match for the Casey Stengel's
"Can't Anybody Here Play This Game" Mets. And the futile swing of
Kevin Bass in 1986 allowed the Mets to defeat Houston on the playing field
and go on to another world championship. In 1980, Houston fans also
suffered the agony of defeat in an excellent National League championship
series with their 1962 rivals, the Philadelphia Phillies.
The last thirty-one years have been difficult ones for Houston fans, but
the glitter of the Astrodome and frustrations of recent seasons should not be
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Books received and noted since last we met in this COTner of the
Journal:
Singing Cowhoys and Musical Mountaineers: Southern Culture And
The Roots of Country Music, by Bill C. Malone (The University of Georgia
Press, Athens, GA 30603), originated as No. 34 in Mercer University's
Lamar Memorial Lectures. Malone carved out a history field for himself
with the publication of Country Music USA (1968), and he continues to be
the guru of the field. These lectures mostly investigate the development of
country music before it became commercial, the area of his earlier work.
Malone brings real scholarship to a field ~ometirnes lacking it, popular cul-
ture. Despite a gaudy cover which is neither a credit to the book nor an
indication of the depth of thought and writing contained therein, this is an
excellent book.
Everyone should enjoy Kent Biffle's A Month Of Sundays (University
of North Texas Press, Box 13856, Denton, TX 76203), because it is a good
place to corral a whole bunch of his Texana columns that appear each
Sunday in the Dallas Morning News. Kent is one of the best friends ETHA
has in the print world; it is a rare meeting - Spring or Fall - that doesn't
result in a column that features one of the papers and the individual who
presented it at the meeting. Among those featured. here are Dan Rankin on
TJ. Rusk, Bill O'Neal on outlaws in Longview, and Max Lale on many
things. Divisions are on Texas History, Outlaws, and Folk and Folklore.
The value of this is that you really get to see the wit and good writing skills
our chronicler possesses.
Best Editorial Cartoons Of The Year: 1993 Edition. edited by Charles
Brooks (Pelican Publishing Company, 1101 Monroe St., Gretna, LA
70053), continues the series. Topics represented include the Award
Winning Cartoons for the year, the presidential campaign of 1992, Ross
Perot, The Economy (Stupid!)~ Budget Deficits, Family Issues, Women's
Issues, The Environment, Health, and Sports, among others. The cartoonist
captures the moment with pictures and words, sometimes better than words
alone can do. It is a window to the year that was, will be entertaining now,
and should be a good research tool in years to come.
Old Friend Mike Kingston's Texas Almanac, 1994-95 (Dallas
Morning News, Box 655237, Communications Center, DalJas, Tx 75265
$10.95) keeps the series and the spirit of Texas' leading "fact book" alive.
Special features of this edition include Sesquicentennial of Statehood. War
With Mexico, Texan's in Congre~s, Environment and Science, Counties,
Crime, Population, State Constitution, State Symbols, Politics, Media in
Texas, Business & Industry, Culture, State and Local Government,
Judiciary, Legislature, State Spending, Blacks Win First Medals,
Agriculture, Utilities, Transportation, Education, Minerals, Congress and
Federal Taxes, Astronomical Calendar - and Index, thank goodness. A
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more complete, current, or handy compendium on OUf State would be diffi-
cult to imagine.
American Rodeo: From Buffalo Bill to Big Business, by Kristine
Fredriksson (Texas A&M University Press, College Station,TX 77843),
first presented in 1985 and printed again in 1993 is a review of this unique-
ly American Western (and Texan) sport, entertainment, celebration of cul-
ture - and sometimes controversial activity. Rodeo (pronounced "row-dee-
0" in Texas and "row-day-o" in California and other places) has ties to the
history and reality of American cowboying; this book pertains primarily to
the professionalism and show-biz aspects of the industry.
Business history, a post-WWIl field for non-muckraking efforts, is a
growing field. A recent example is From Texas to the East: A Strategic
History Of Texas Eastern Corporation. by Christopher J. Castaneda and
Joseph A. Pratt (Texas A&M University Press, College Station, TX 77843).
This is a history of a corporation formed in 1947 in Houston to transport
natural gas from the southwest to markets in the northeast; principals in the
corporation included some of Texas' leading business figures of the twenti-
eth century, including Hennan and George Brown. Castaneda is director of
the program of Oral History of the Houston Economy at the University of
Houston, and Pratt is Cullen professor of business and history at the same
university. The book contains a multitude of illustrations as well as text.
Phillip W. Steele and Steve Cottrell wrote of the Civil War In The
Ozarks (Pelican Publishing Company, 110 Monroe St.. Gretna, LA 70053),
their native area. Coverage ranges from a narrative of war activity in the
area to stories of lost treasures and the outlaws spawned by the war, espe-
cially Jesse James. Good illustrations, and of interest because so much of
Civil War study concentrates on areas and events to the east.
Want to go camping in Texas? What will you eat? Answers are avail-
able in Sheryl Smith-Rodgers' Weekends Away: Camping and Cooking in
Texas State Parks (Eakin Press, P.O. Drawer 90159, Austin. TX 78709).
Contents includes chapters on various parks available fOT over-night and
day-use, advice on preparing for your trip, and tips on safety and "how to"
camp. Then come the recipes and menu suggestions that fulfill the second
promise of the title.
Eakin Press - see above for address - also published Louis Fairchild's
They Called It The War J:.1fort: Oral Histories From WWll Orange. Texas.
This book contains some black-and-white illustrations, but the bulk of it
consists of transcriptions of numerous interviews with veterans of the
home-front war in Orange. Featured are the memories of children and
teenagers, the life of women and blacks, and especially the shipyard activi-
ty so vital a part of life in Orange at the time. Many East Texans made their
way to employment there and made a significant contribution to the U.S.
victory. This is their story.
Michael C. Borton, The Making of a Liberated Mind: John Henry
Faulk. A Biography (Eakin Press, same address as above, $19.95) is a pro-









Yoking book. As advertised, it is a biography of John Henry - and a good
one - up to the point of his legal difficulties with AWARE. Then, at about
page 100, it becomes an analysis of blacklisting and for about a chapter or
so Faulk. is ahnost forgonen until an analysis of his trial and ordeal are pre-
sented. What happened to Faulk in his last two decades is sketched, and
there is an Afterword that becomes pure advocacy against censorship. This
makes for lots of purposes in one book, but it is wrinen well and keeps you
turning pages. I have a great memory of John Henry coming over to
Nacogdoches as the luncheon speaker for our Fall meeting about fifteen
years ago. He "became" the characters he created with his magnificent
story telling. It was bittersweet: all that talent, in tact, but also wasted for so
long, But also undefeated. A liberated mind, indeed.
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North American Cattle-Ranching Frontiers: Origins, Diffusion and D(ffer-
entiation, by Terry G. Jordan (University of New Mexico Press, 1720
Lomas Boulevard~ N.E.~ Albuquerque, NM 87131-1591) 1993. Maps.
B&W Photos. Notes. Selected Annotated Bibliography. Index. P. 439.
Was the North American cattle kingdom born in Texas? Historical
geographer Terry Jordan answered this question by searching for the origins
in Iberian Spain, the British Highlands, and Sub-Saharan West Africa as far
back as the 1400s. These cattle frontiers were implemented and adapted in
the West Indies and then migrated to Mexico, South Carolina, and French
Louisiana. Once on American soil, the Texas, California~ and Midwest
frontiers were born and competed against one another. In Jordan's opinion,
"the chauvinistic defenders of South Texas as the nursery bed of the
western cattle industry and of tejanos as the agents of diffusion have greatly
overstated their case" (p. 158).
Regarding Texas, Jordan believes that the British cattle frontier went
through the Carolinas and Ohio Valley~ arriving in East Texas prior to the
Mexican War, to compete against a weak Hispanic cattle frontier. This
argument has merit. Far less convincing is the opinion that Louisiana had a
greater legacy than Texas in that Hispanic frontier. The author believes that
the Midwest, California, and Texas were significant during the North
American cattle frontier, but, ·'the Anglo-Texas contribution to the cattle
ranching industry, spectacular and colorful though it was, remained largely
confined to certain parts of the West, and in the long run, proved less
substantial than that derived from the Ohio Valley and Midwest" (p. 210).
After a chapter on the California ranching culture~ the book warns
against the idea that a single cattle frontier occurred in North America and
concludes that the cattle frontier originated from many diverse origins with
unique and accidental characteristics. The Midwest frontier emerged
victorious over the Texan and California ranching frontiers. Certainly, for
East Texas~ the British inspired, Anglo-Celtic cattle herding, Midwest-
Southern frontier made more sense. After all, Texas agricultural science,
closely related to the cattle frontier~ had important elements of Midwestem-
Southern ancestry.
Did environmental determinism-the idea that the physical setting
determine human activity-apply to ranching? Walter Prescott Webb~s
classic The Great Plains answered affirmatively; Jordan disagrees. Years
ago, Jordan's views would have been an attack upon a sacred cow.
Likewise, intensifying this historical debate, Jordan disagrees with
Frederick Jackson Turner that ranching resulted from the American frontier.
This study invites us to think about the importance of the South,
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Midwest, and West in Texas, to think about the significance of Texas in
United States history, and to think about agriculture and ranching. Fun to
read and stimulating, North American Cattle-Ranching Frontiers possesses
food for thought, especially for lovers of Texas history, in Chapter 7. This
book will enrich and entertain minds that seek an interesting story or that
want to debate these important historical issues.
Irvin M. May Jr.
Blinn College at Bryan
Historic Ranches of Texas, by Lawrence Clayton and J.U. Salvant
(University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819)
1993. BfW & Color Sketches. Artist's Notes. Bibliography. P. 93.
$24.95 Cloth.
Early on, Lawrence Clayton warns revisionists that they won't find
much material in his book. Then not two paragraphs deep in his commen-
tary, the origins of the name of the Four Sixes Ranch is blown out of the
tub: the ranch wasn't named after a winning poker hand, but because owner
Burk Burnett bought a herd of cattle with the "6666" brand already on it.
Thereafter, revisionists won't find much. Otherwise Clayton sticks to
accepted facts about the twelve operations chosen as representative of the
great ranches that developed in Texas after the Civil War. Most - the XIT,
Green, Matador, Four Sixes, Pitchfork, Swenson, Wagonner, and
Lambshead ranches - are located in western North Texas and the
Panhandle. The others, Iron Mountain, YO., King, and Yturria ranches, are
in South and Southwest Texas.
To succeed, operators had to be tough, smart, tenacious, and lucky.
Discovery of oil helped many. Clayton's explanation of how the economic
challenges were met is interesting reading.
J.U. Salvant, an Austin artist, traveled thousands of miles to find the
scenes depicted in her watercolors that enhance this book.
The Wagonner Ranch near Vernon probably best reflects the riilxtiire
of nineteenth-twentieth-century technologies found on Texas ranches. This
ranch in 1953 waS the first to use helicopters to round up cattle and ride
fence. But the chuck wagon was used on roundups until early in the 19705.
The book is an excellent mixture of sound writing by Clayton and
lively depiction by Salvant.
Mike Kingston
Grand Prairie, Texas
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The Finishing Touch, by Charles E. Ball (Texas Cattle Feeders Association,
5501 West £-40, Amarillo, TX 79106) Appendix. Notes. Bibliography.
Index. Black & White & Colored Photographs. P. 191. $35,00
Hardcover.
A pictorial history of the Texa~ cattle feeding industry and the Texas
Cattle Feeders Association has been written by former Executive Vice
President Charles Ball, of the TCFA. Demonstrating excellent abilities in
communicahons, public relations, and promotion, the author also
impressively researched this subject. Yet the first two chapters were too
anecdotal with erratic chronology. A good chapter about big Texas feedlots
focused logically on the Texas Panhandle but included activities in Kilgore,
Houston, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. Readers will gain insight into the
relationship between meat packers and the feed lots.
From the feed lot industry's historical perspective, important chapters
concern government legislation, entrepreneurs, and economic boom fol-
lowed by the wreck in the 1970s, and concludes wi th events to 1992. The
chapter about agricultural science and technology, including scientists from
Texas A&M and Texas Tech, was one of the best! The author perceptively
identified the major issues facing Texas cattle feeders and skillfully, if
uncritically, narrdted the history of the Texas Cattle Feeders Association.
Major TCFA leaders and members received well-deserved historical
recognition. Beautiful and appropriate photographs enhanced the book.
The Finishing Touch is a significant contribution to Texas agricultural
history and should be in the library of all Texans who like cattle.
Irvin M. May Jr.
Blinn College at Bryan
Horse Confinnation as to Soundness and Pelj"onnance, by Ben K. Green
(Northland Publishing Co., P.O. Box N. Flagstaff, Ariz. 86002)
Revised Edition, 1991. Illustrations. P. 80. $12.95.
Before his death in 1974, Ben K. Green had established a reputation as
an authority on horses as well as an author with a devoted following.
Eighteen years later his reputation has taken on legendary proportions, his
following has grown, and his books are still being printed.
Horse Confirmation, now in its eighth printing, is gaining wider
acceptance in academic ranks as the authoritative yardstick in judging
exactly what the title says. This, in spite of the controversy that still
surrounds Ben's professional accreditation among veterinarians and those



















self-imposed or earned is becoming less significant with the passage of
time. What is gaining appreciation is that Ben K. Green spent a lifetime in
developing a sound rationale and a thorough understanding of what makes
a good horse. He published his findings in 1969 and these first-edition
hardcovers now command a good price on the rare book lists.
Green states that the primary purpose of this book is to "illustrate the
horse as an animal of living, mechanical perfection." Later he states that the
book was written with the performance horse in mind. The author then
describes in detail the functions of the major parts of the horse and explains
why certain features and characteristics are desirable over others. He
concludes with several illustrated pages of horse tooth wear and
configuration as a manual for determining the age of horses.
Anyone interested in horses and certainly anyone owning one should
have a copy of Horse Confirmation in his library. It is recommended for
college and university animal husbandry collections. if for no other reason




The Color of Horses: The Scientific and Authoritative Ident(fication of the
Color of the Horse, by Ben K. Green (Northland Publishing Co., P.O.
Box N. Flagstaff, Ariz. 86002) Fifth printing, 1991. Illustrations.
P. 127. $17.95.
By the time Ben K. Green was in the fourth grade he was an active
horse trader. He claimed that for the first thirty years of his life saddling
and riding a horse was a daily routine. Throughout these early years he
heard many old-timers declare that certain horse colors were associated
with certain physical characteristics of horses. Later, he decided that if he
was to be a practicing veterinarian he needed to learn if there was any truth
to this color-coding.
After years of painstaking laboratory research, Green discovered that
the hairs of a horse are actually clear as well as hollow. Further he learned
that the pigmentation that gives horse hair its color is found in the dermis
layers of horse hide and is always a dark amber color. After further study
he concluded that it was the migrating pigmentation pattern within the
hollow hair shaft and the resulting reflection of light that determined the
color of horses.
Aside from the scientific findings that Ben discloses, the book is a
82 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIAnON
work of art in its own right. Therein are found thirty-four beautiful
paintings by artist Darol Dickerson. Each painting depicts the standard
horse color and self-colors; each division listing, with Hlustrations, a dozen
or more standard colors or, shades of color, of horses. For example, Green
identifies no less than six sorrel shades, each with a distinctive hair pigment
pattern.
Every horse aficionado should have this book for its beautiful artwork
alone. It is certainly a book of a different color. Recommended for general
interest and for animal husbandry collections at all levels.
Robert Glover
Tyler, Texas
A Cowman s Wife, by Mary Kidder Rak (Texas State Historical Association,
2/306 Sid Richardson Hall, University Station, Austin, TX 78712)
1993. Introduction by Sandra L. Myres. Illustrations. Index. P. 301.
$19.95 Paper. $29.95 Cloth.
The reprint of Mary Kidders Rak's book about life as a ranchwoman in
Arizona beginning in 1919 is welcomed especially at a time when books
about ranchwomen and cowgirls, both reprints and new works of fiction
and non-fiction, are coming off the presses in significant numbers these
days. The interest in women of the West is concurrent with both the
renaissance and revival of all matters Southwestern and Western. Rak's
book is clearly more worthy than some, past or present. Not only does she
richly detail learning the cattle business, coping with drought and
Depression, but she speaks as well of the panorama of the landscape, the
joys of her existence on the 22,OOO-acre spread known as Old Camp Rucker
Ranch.
The book is in a class by itself, however, not because of what she has
to tell but because Rak can write. Complete with appropriate use of
dialogue, solid construction and story progression, strong and memorable
characters, conflict and suspense, Rak employs the techniques of a novelist.
First published in 1934, the book was praised by J. Frank Dobie and Jeff
Dykes.
The book features an introduction by the late Sandra L. Myres which
makes the work even more valuable. Myres links Rak's writing to present-
day studies of ranchwomen and cowgirls and offers reasons for their
importance. I am of the opinion that ranchwomen and cowgirJs occupy the
same niche as ranchmen and cowboys. They are among the few authentic





Black and white illustrations which appear to be from the original enhance












Women and Texas History, Selected Essays, edited by Fane Downs and
Nancy Baker Jones (Texas State Historical Association, 2/306
Richardson Hall, Austin, TX 78712-9820) 1993. Keynote Essay by
Elizabeth Fox Genovese. P. 182. $14.95 Paper.
Women and Texas History is a collection of thirteen essays presented at
the Texas State Historical Association's conference by the same name in
1990. The book was written for the general reader as well as students and
educators. In the foreword, Nancy Baker Jones writes that such a
publication would not have been possible in 1980. She says that the study
of women in Texas history began only recently despite the fact that Mary
Austin Holley published the first known history of Texas in English in
1836. Scholars are pulled to the magnetism of Texas history but have only
recently taken a closer look at the important role that women played.
Fane Downs notes in an introduction that the thirteen essays were
presented in a conference format, and that the collection is not balanced
ethnically or chronologically but does begin to focus on the history of
Texas women in the twentieth century. A great number of writings in the
past have dealt with the history of Texas women in the nineteenth century_
Initial readings in the collection seem somewhat disjointed and slow to
spark interest, but the publication is well worth the effort to learn more
about the strength and the history of Texas women, many of whom have
received little recognition in the past.
In a keynote essay, Elizabeth Fox Genovese describes how the study of
the history of Texas and its broad complexity can give a view of the impact
that different groups of women have made historically, socially, and
politically. Understanding the role that Texas women such as Ann Richards,
Barbara Jordan, Sissy Farenthold, and Sarah Weddington have played can
give a sense of the roles women have played in history not only in Texas,
but in the United States and worldwide.
The study of Texas history brings to light that many of these women
were active in women's groups and the importance of the work of these
groups in bringing about change. Jacquelyn McElhaney tells about the
active role Sara Isadore Sutherland played in the Progressive Era through
her writings for the Dallas Morning News and the Galveston News from
1893 to 1916. Writing under the pen name Pauline Periwinkle, Sutherland
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saw the importance of the efforts of the women's club and strongly
promoted the need for a public Ubrary to the newly formed Dallas
Federation of Women's Clubs in 1899. She was a strong voice for the
education of women and the rights of children. Through her newspaper
column, she fought for a juvenile court system, as well as police matrons
and playgrounds! Working within the political system, the women's clubs
played a key role in seeing the juvenile courts bill passed in 1907. It is
difficult to imagine that it was necessary for women to be crusaders for
playgrounds. Until such efforts as those led by Pauline Periwinkle brought
about change, parks were designed without regard to children. There was
no playground equipment; instead, there were "Keep off the grass" signs.
Periwinkle's efforts, along with the City Federation of Women's Clubs
resulted in the first '"play park" in Dallas in 1909.
As Judith N. McArthur describes in her essay, "Saving the Children:
The Women's Crusade Against Child Labor, 1902/1918," the role of Texas
women in enforcing child labor legislation was major, although they were
unable to vote or hold political office. In Paul M. Lucko's essay, "The
"Next 'Big Job"': Women Prison Reformers in Texas, 1918/1930," it is
noted that the Texas Federations of Women's Clubs mounted a strong
campaign for prison reform in 1918, They wanted not only humane
treatment of convicts, but rehabilitation. By 1922, a Joint Legislative
Council was formed and referred to as the "petticoat lobby." The fact that
Elizabeth Speer served as executive secretary to the board gave women a
more active voice regarding the prison system.
"Professional, Feminine, and Feminist: Annie Webb Blanton and the
Founding of Delta Kappa Gamma," an essay by Debbie Mauldin Cottrell,
describes the issue of professionalism for women teachers. Women fighting
for acceptance as educators, against low pay and forced resignation when
they married. Blanton was involved in the fight for women's rights in the
suffrage movement. She served as a TSTA leader and was the first woman
elected to a statewide office in Texas as the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction in 1918. Goals included work for teacher's retirement and pay
equity ... goals still relevant in 1993.
"Bonnet in the Ring: Minnie Fisher Cunningham's Campaign for
Governor of Texas in 1944," an essay by Patricia Ellen Cunningham,
describes Cunningham's opposition to Governor Coke Stevenson. She ran
on a platform to put strength and resources behind Texas men and women
serving in World War II. She received strong support from women's groups
across the state. She accomplished her major goal ... keeping Coke
Stevenson from taking control of the Texas delegation in Chicago in an













Diana Davids Olien's essay, "Domesticity and the Texas Oil Fields:
Dimensions of Women's Experience, 1920/1950," presents the woman's
role in this important piece of Texas history. Some women worked as
waitresses, nurses, or teachers, but due to frequent moves, women most
often found themselves in a domestic role. They were responsible for
making a home for their families in housing arrangements that were often
substandard. Women continued to function in the domestic role with the
husband working as provider and no encouragement for the wife's
economic contribution.
This review covers only a few of the thirteen essays in the collection.
The major contribution of the publication is seeing the impact that women's
groups, not just individual women. play in Texas history.
Debra B. Berry
Nacogdoches, TX
Border Wars of Texas, by James T. DeShields (State House Press, P.O. Box
15427, Austin, TX 78761) 1993. B&W Photographs. List of
Illustrations. Index. P. 394. $29.95 Cloth.
James Thomas DeShields moved to Bell County, Texas, from
Louisiana at the end of the Civil War. After attending Salado College and
Baylor University, DeShields collected books and photographs and wrote
articles for the Fort Worth Gazette. His Frontier Sketches was published in
1883 and his popular Cynthia Ann Parker appeared in 1886. For most of his
life DeShields gathered stories of frontier Texas, especially the
confrontation between settlers and Indians in the period from 1819 to 1870.
In 1912 his Border Wars of Texas was published. After moving to Dallas,
DeShields wrote The Fergusons: "Jim and Me," Tall men with Long Rifles,
and eight years before his death at the age of eighty-six in 1948, They Sat in
High Places.
If written today, much of DeShields' history would be considered
"politically incorrect." He clearly saw Texas history as little more than a
struggle between savage Indians and righteous pioneers. In fact, DeShields
subtitled his Border Wars of Texas, "an Authentic and Popular Account, in
Chronological Order, of the Long and Bitter Conflict waged Between
Savage Indian Tribes and the Pioneer Settlers of Texas" and "the Wresting
of a Fair Land From Savage Rule, A Red Record of Fierce Strife."
What makes Border Wars of Texas so valuable today is that accounts
of many of the incidents and documents detailed in the book exist nowhere
else. A considerable amount of primary source material would simply have
been lost had it not been for DeShield~_ Biographers of Cynthia Ann
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Parker, Matilda Lockridge, Jim Bowie, Stephen F. Austin, Sam Houston,
Mirabeau B. Lamar, Albert Sidney Johnston, Jack Hays, and Henry and
Ben McCulloch would all use DeShields. Although he saw them as
savages, his stories of the Karankawa, Cherokee, Comanche, Kickapoo, and
Waco also are valuable.
-,
DeShields blatant prejudices must be considered in the context of
which they were conceived. We are thankful for his efforts and we are
grateful to State House Press for their continued effort in making rare ~
Texana available to us all.
Jerry Thompson
Texas A&M International
The Fire-Eaters, by Eric H. Walther (Louisiana State University Press,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70893) 1992. Illustrations. Black and White
Photographs, Bibliographical Essay. Index. P. 333. $39.95 Hardcover.
Eric Walther has carefully researched the careers of nine ante-bellum
Southern Zealots to describe "the unity and diversity of people and ideas
within the secession movement." In doing so, he demonstrates their variety
of backgrounds: rich and poor, planters and city-born, "self-made and with
inherited wealth," "elitist and democratic," and both with and without
slaves. Their key point of agreement was their unyielding belief that
"preserving southern liberty and a truly republican society depended on
forming a southern republic."
The nine Fire-eaters all "thought secession was the only solution" for
the South: Nathaniel Beverly Tucker, a legal scholar who insisted that
"correct constitutional opinions and sound maxims should be implanted" in
his students' minds; William Lawndes Yancey, who argued "I am a
secessionist, not a revolutionist;" John Anthony Quitman, the Mississippian
who was "sick to death of compromise" shortly before his death; Robert
Barnwell Rhett, the unyielding South Carolinian who announced for all to
hear, "others may submit. I will not;" Louis T. Wigfall, whose career in
Texas made him the only individual in the group with Lone Star
experience, earned the nickname of "Waggletail" from Sam Houston, but
assured his Republican antagonists in the Senate that he would burst the
Union "into more fragments than gunpowder would blow glass;" J.D.B.
DeBow, the zealous voice for economic diversity in Dixie, who loved his
section as deeply as anyone and whose criticism of its lack of industry
equalled his devotion; Edmund Ruffin, the proud old Virginian, who lived-
and died by suicide - with the dream of Southern independence; and
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an independent nation in the South and survived its defeat until the end of
the century.
This thoroughly annotated work describes how the dream of an
independent South was born at least a generation before its fruition and was
centered first in Virginia and the South Carolina Low Country. Its
spokesmen matured during a generation of sectional antagonism and
always claimed their fondness for the republic of "our forefathers. H Their
zeal first was heard in the Nullification crisis and became prominent again
in 1850. Then, the following decade included the ebb and flow of the
tireless oratory and writings - until the election of a Northern Republican
president in 1860 gave them an opportunity to assume leadership in Dixie.
This volume makes a sold contribution to a better understanding of the
origins of secessionism and its leaders. Unfortunately, the organization of
its contents into mini-biographies instead of a continuous narrative of the
movement for an independent South, prevented the presentation of a more
complete study of how a comparatively small group of men worked for a
generation to create a new nation - which they argued was necessary to




Decision in the West: The Atlanta Campaign of ]864, by Albert Castel
(University Press of Kansas, 366 Watson Library, Lawrence, KS
66044) 1992. Black & White Photographs. Maps. Afterword.
Appendixes. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 665. $29.95 Cloth.
Decision in the West was written to produce a new study from "the
enormous quantity and variety of sources that have become available" (p.
xii) since the publication, in 1882, of Jacob D. Cox's Atlanta. Albert Castel
considers Atlanta the only legitimate historical work that covers the entire
Atlanta Campaign of 1864. By incorporating insights of other historians
and by using a massive collection of historical records, manuscripts,
newspapers, and personal accounts of soldiers, the author has succeeded in
developing a detailed history of the battles, strategies, victories, and
blunders of the annies and their leaders.
Devoting a chapter to each month from January through September,
with the Fall of 1864 serving as the final chapter, the book describes the
events of the campaign and their relative importance to the Civil War as a
whole. Through a "fog of war" style of writing. Castel allows the reader to
perceive everything through the minds of the Confederate and Union
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commanders. New accounts of the campaign's battles have been included
because of the diversity and discrepancies of the old interpretations.
Especially engrossing are the reactions of commanders who have been
ordered to assault the enemy's entrenchments, resulting in many deaths for
the charging army and rarely capturing the intended ground. By analyzing
various reports, the author discussed how the Confederate strategy to win
by not losing failed. Also proven is how Union Commanding General
William T. Shennan was not the superb military strategist many previous
works have believed him to be. Castel justifies his harsh depiction of
Sherman from the detailed accounts that describe the way Shennan did and
did not react to certain situations. By objectively analyzing the results of
the battles and the strengths and weaknesses of the various commanders.
Castel has created a work that will be used in future discussions of the
Atlanta Campaign of 1864.
Christopher Spaid
Smithsburg, Maryland
For the Sake of My Country: The Diary of Col. l¥.W Ward, 9th Tennessee
Cavalry, Morgan's Brigade, C.S.A., edited by R.B. Rosenburg (Journal
of Confederate History Series, V. Vol. VIII, Southern Heritage Press,
P.O. Box 1615, Murfreesboro, TN 37133) 1992. Appendix. Biblio-
graphy. Index. P. 164. $12.00 Paper.
Captured in 1863 during John Hunt Morgan's daring raid into Ohio,
Confederate Colonel W.W. Ward spent his first days as a prisoner on the
move. He first was taken to the city jail in Cincinnati where he spent two
days. From Cincinnati, Ward and the rest of Morgan's men were taken to
Johnson Island on Lake Erie for four days, then moved to the state
penitentiary in Columbus. After eight months of incarceration, Morgan and
six of his men escaped on November 27, 1863. Ward remained in the
Columbus jail until March 1864 when he and the rest of Morgan's men
were transferred to the Federal prison at Fort Delaware, located on Pea
Island in the Delaware River. It was there that Ward put pencil to paper to
chronicle his ordeal.
The events that Ward recorded while incarcerated demonstrate the
grinding monotony of life as a prisoner on the island. The battle for
southern Virginia. as well as travel and everyday life in the Confederacy, is
illustrated well by his entries until the record ends on April 6, 1865 just
three days before Robert E. Lee surrendered his army to Ulysses S. Grant.
Rosenburg has done outstanding work in editing Ward's diary. The
prologue contains a good biographical sketch of Ward that helps the reader
.,
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better understand the man who penned the words. The footnotes are
meticulously done and give insight into Ward's experiences and travels by
providing key information on people, places, and events mentioned in the
text. In the appendix, Rosenburg included some of Ward's correspondence
that the reader should find both interesting and useful.
,
Rosenburg should be complimented for his effort in putting together a
work that anyone with an interest in Civil War history will enjoy.
Chris Wayt
White Oak, Texas
Texas 1 What Do You Know About the Lone Star State? by Archie P.
McDonald (TCD Press, Box 30783, Fort Worth, TX 76129) 1993.
Acknowledgments. Introduction. Sources. P. 190. $12.95 Paper.
Who is the "Judy Garland of Rock?"
What Texan conunanded the Flying Tigers during World War ll?
What is the nickname of the Austin College football team?
The answer to these and 997 other stimulating (or aggravating - if you
can't remember the answers) questions may be found in Archie P.
McDonald's latest book, Texas? What Do You Know About the Lone Star
State? Dr. McDonald, professor of history at Stephen F. Austin University,
former president of the Texas State Historical Association, and longtime
executive director of the East Texas Historical Association, became
dismayed at the lack of basic knowledge about Texas and its unusually rich
and colorful past. Dismay deepened after he conducted a random survey
among college students and assorted other Texans: a whopping eighty-three
percent did not know the name of the first native-born Texan to become
president of the United States; fifty-seven percent could not name the
Texan who became president after John F. Kennedy was assassinated in
Dallas; only forty-four percent knew that Sam Houston was the first elected
president of the Texas Republic; and a guess that "sesquicentennial" is
Latin for "Lone Star" was. a typically lame response.
Enlisting the aid of fellow scholars and poring through reliable works
about Texas, \ilcDonald has put together a challenging, informative, and
entertaining volume designed to alleviate this epidemic of "historical
amnesia" (p. xiii). Categories include geography (name the river associated
with Judge Roy Bean - Pecos), famous Texans (Bill Pickett was a black
cowboy who introduced the sport of bulldogging to the rodeo world), Texas
movies (name the bio-picture about a Texas baseball pitcher who lost his
leg, then made an inspiring comeback - The Monty Stratton Story), Texas
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politicians (who was the first woman elected governor of Texas, and what
was her campaign slogan - Miriam A. Ferguson, and "Two governors for
the price of one"), military events of Texas, athletics, music, and a variety
of other topics. The book is delightful reading, a must for Texans - and
unfortunate outsiders - who want to learn more about the Lone Star State.
Incidentally, Janis Joplin of Port Arthur became known as the "Judy
Garland of Rock," Claire Chennault of Commerce commanded the colorful




My Master: The Inside Story of Sam Houston and His Times, by His
Former Slave Jeff Hamilton, edited by Lenoir Hunt ( State House
Press, P.O. Box 15247, Austin, TX 78761) 1992. Illustrations. Index.
Bibliography. P. 170. $14.95 Paper.
Quaint. That is the most charitable way one might describe this reprint
of a book first issued in 1940.
The book purports to be the reminiscences of Jeff Hamilton, focusing
on his life as Sam Houston's slave in the decade prior to Houston's death in
1863, as told to Lenoir Hunt. It is not. Without a doubt, the work is based
on a series of conversations Hunt held with the almost 100-year-old
Hamilton in 1939, augmented by some vaguely described papers Mr.
Hamilton had prepared over the years. But, the writer has drawn so
extensively on secondary material about Houston and Texas history to
destroy any verisimilitude that the book reflects Hamilton's words. There
are long quotations from Houston's speeches and detailed descriptions of
events and circumstances presented as a part of Hamilton's recollections
that defy reason. What reader could believe that Mr. Hamilton spoke or
wrote lines like these?
The Telegraph was started at San Felipe de Austin in the fall of ]~35.
just as the Texas Revolution was gettin!? under way, by Mr. Joseph Baker
and two brothers, Thomas H. and Gail Borden, Jr. The paper became
the official government paper, and continued publication until J880. In
that year it was reorganized, and from the reorganization was bom one
of the Rreat Texas new!)papers - The Houston Post. (p. 44-45)
This quotation also reveals only one of numerous examples of another
fatal flaw of this book - the facts arc not right. While incorrect information
for the demise and creations of newspapers might not be considered a major
flaw, to totally misrepresent Houston's position on so important an issue as
slavery must be. No student of Houston before or since this book was
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issued has uncovered any evidence that Houston ever condemned slavery as
morally wrong or that he emancipated his slaves on hearing of Lincoln's
proclamation. Even if Mr. Hamilton remembers it that way in his old age.
for Hunt to have presented it as fact on these pages was at best
reprehensible.
Mr. Hamilton may well have had something interesting or even
valuable to tell about his experiences with Houston. It is a shame that
whatever it was has been lost. One can only hope that uncritical readers
never lay eyes on My Master. It is even less than worthless.
James V. Reese
Stephen F. Austin State University
"For Texas I Will": The History of Memorial Stadium, by Richard
Pennington (Historical Publications, 1705 HiIcroft Cove, Austin, TX
78717-5331) 1992. Bibliography. Index. Black & White Photographs.
P. 237. $20.00 Hardcover.
Sports seem to occupy an expanding role in the consciousness of
Americans, and maybe more so for Texans. Athletic contests, whether
experienced as a participant, an observer, or as a reader after-the-fact,
provide a source of entertainment for many; and of morc importance, a
source of memories that serve as a link with the past. A case might be made
that the cultural history of Texas would include sports history, and a large
part of the sports history of Texas involves the Uni versity of Texas at
Austin and the Longhorn athletic teams.
Richard Pennington, a graduate of the University of Texas, presents in
For Texas I Will a comprehensive look at the history of Memorial Stadium,
since 1924 the venue for Texas Longhorn football, track, and other
activities. The history of a place central to the sports memory of a large
state university includes not only a significant portion of the history of the
university, but also of the state of Texas. The author used in his research a
broad range of printed material (articles, books, letters, and public records),
as well as the recollections of many of the people involved in the actual
events. The book offers a rich volume of detail in an absorbing and
entertaining fashion. This story is more than that of students who, in raising
funds for stadium construction in 1924, adopted the pledge, "For Texas, I
Will," but is not less than a worthwhile look at notable events and figures in
the history of Texas of the last hundred years.
James H. Todd
Lufkin, Texas
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No Apologies: Texas Radicals Celebrate the '60s, edited by Daryl James
(Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1992. Black &
White Photographs. Index. P. 294. $16.95 Paper.
The title of this hook, No Apologies, identifies the theme of the book:
individual reminiscences of sixteen radicals who were activists in the 1960s
and 1970s, remain activists today, and who have no apologies fOT their
radicalism. These radicals were linked by geography, Austin, as well as
philosophy, the New Left. The essays thus represent more the impact of the
SDS (Students for a Democratic Society) upon individuals than the impact
of the civil rights movement or traditional left politics on the nation. Like
the SDS, the overwhelming majority of contributors came from the white
middle-class. The book includes also a short introduction which laments the
nation's politics and foreign policy of the last thirty years; a foreword by
Jesse Jackson; main-stream reporter Mike Cox '8 reaction to
demonstrations; a brief identification of the excellent photographer, Alan
Pogue; and a tribute to Michael Eakin, who was murdered in 1979 in
Houston, Texas,
The selections are uneven, as these kinds of anthologies always are,
and vary in length from a few pages to a couple which exceed thirty. For
me the most moving and interesting essays were by Susan Torian DIan,
now an AIDS activist, and Frieda Werden, a nationally-known
spokeswoman for feminism, who no longer resides in the state. Collectively
I liked the ebullience of the writers. They seemed not mired in the nostalgia
of the 1960s, but in cataloguing the period as part of the experience of
ongoing active political Jives. The usefulness of the book for most
historians will be the ambience of the stories that reveals the innocence and
optimism of most Americans - both on the right and on the left - a mere
twenty or so years ago.
Robert A. Calvert
Texas A&M University
I'm Meeting M)'selfComing Back From Where I've Been, by Bob Bowman
(Best of East Texas Publishers, P.O. Box 1647, Tx 75901). P. 141.
$17.95 Hardcover.
Revealed wisdom has it that you are an East Texan if directions to
your house include "tum off on the dirt Toad ... ." Bob Bowman proves
he's an East Texan, no doubt about it. His "search" for pioneers in a 1963
Mustang, onc chapter in Meeting Myself, recounts what can happen with
that kind of directions. (And all the while r thought my 1965 Mustang was
a first-ever model.)
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And that's only one chapter in what he calls an "unabashedly personal
collection" of observations about a part of Texas we all love and defend.
Bob's followers know what to expect, though they haven't learned
until now about why quiche isn't our national food, how George Anderson
Wright came to be president for thirty minutes, and the rules for
establishing a new law practice: "an insurance company to sue and a widder
woman as a client."
And what he (and a lot of us) like about East Texas! His list - here we
really get chauvinistic - includes the Marshall railroad depot, a "pig
sandwich" at Neely's, and Caddo Lake, "especially when your guide is
retired moonshiner Wyatt Moore" (God rest his soul).
Just to be fair, Bob also lists 118 other things he likes, including
staying up all night to hear fox hounds baying in the woods, Dooley Wilson
of Tyler, who played Sam the piano man in Casablanca, and the soul food at
Dorothy's Cafe in Rusk.
You have to read it and like it - unless you are fastidious about
antecedent pronouns and the distinction between the nominative and
objective cases. But then Bob is, indeed, an East Texan.
Max Lale
Marshall and Fort Worth, Texas
Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of
the American West, by William H. Goetzmann (Texas State Historical
Association, Sid Richardson Hall, 2.306, University Station, Austin,
TX 78712) 1993. Index. Footnotes. Black and White Photographs.
Maps. Illustrations. Annotated Bibliography. P. 656. $21.95 Cloth.
While surveying Western American history from 1805 to 1900,
William H. Goetzmann sets out to focus attention upon exploration of the
area "as a meaningful activity" and "to trace its impact" on the history of
the west and the nation as a whole. He also examines its effect on science
and scientific institutions in America and on the development of public
policy for the Far West.
In addition to an impressive quantity of evidence drawn from
manuscript and archival sources and from standard printed materials,
Goetzmann utilized forty-five maps and sixty-eight other illustrations,
including photographs, paintings, engravings, sketches, lithographs, and
drawings in developing his major thesis. In that regard, he contends that
explorers, as they go out into the unknown, are "programmed" by the
knowledge, values, and objectives of the civilized centers from which they
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departed. He demonstrates that they "are alert to discover evidence of the
things they have been sent to find" (p. 199).
Thus, nineteenth-century Americans who set out to explore, map,
collect specimens, and examine the geology of the West were of two
differing breeds. Most, if not all, of the earlier ones emphasized the
"resources" to be exploited and the fortunes to be made in keeping with
values and objectives of an America in the throes of an energetic merging
capitalism. The later ones tended to point up the need for discovery and
conservation of the natural resources and scientific knowledge.
Goetzmann also contrasts the methods and motives of the military and
the civilian explorations. The principal objective of the military
explorations, he contends, was to gain accurate information about the
geography of the region. Settlers pushing westward demanded data about
mountain passes, transportation routes, Indian strongholds, river courses,
and resources for farmers, miners, and railroad builders.
Civilian explorers sought primarily to range ahead of settlers, open up
the new country, locate its resources, classify its lands for proper
settlement, and recommend rational and efficient use of the country. In the
end, they "wrought great changes in the national approach to the West" and
ultimately "the complete institutionalization of natural science in its
approach to Western America" (p. 490).
This reprint of the author's 1967 Pulitzer Prize winning historical work
includes chapters detailing the exploits of such "explorer-naturalists" as
George Catlin and Frederick Ruxton; "explorer-diplomats" as Charles
Wilkes, John C. Fremont, and William H. Emory; explorer-reconnaissance
men as Joseph C. Ives, John S. Newberry, and John Pope; and explorer-
scientists as Josiah D. Whitney, Clarence King, and John W. Powell.
Goetzmann concludes that it was the explorers who, "as much as anyone,"
helped the United States to secure the undeveloped West from international
rivals, open it for settlement, layout the Jines of primary migration, locate
its abundant resources, and point up the complex problems associated with
administering a great inland empire.
If you are at all interested in the history of the American West and you
failed to obtain a copy of this work, by all means secure a copy of this fine
reprint.
Joe E, Ericson
Stephen F. Austin State University
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Singing' Texas, by F.E. Abernethy (University of North Texas Press, Box
13856, Denton, TX 76203) 1994. B&W Photographs. Index. P. 183.
$19.95.
This is a useful, pleasant, attractive, instructive book. It presents some
ninety folk songs found and sung in Texas (though most, as the author
points out, came from elsewhere and were already in full bloom when they
arrived). These include settler's songs, story songs, love songs, cowboy
songs, and a group of songs grouped under the heading of "Shadows of
History." These latter include songs of the Texas Revolution, Mexican War,
Civil War, Reconstruction, Depression, and Dust Bowl. Virtually every
genre is represented, and the songs chosen are all good singing songs.
The author provides music (treble clef plus chords) along with words
(but never too many stanzas. thankfully). He also provides a running
commentary not only on particular genres but on particular songs. The
commentary neither patronizes nor "academizes," One is both instructed
and entertained; seduced, in fact, to sit down with a guitar or at the piano
and tryout some of the old favorites or less known pieces.
When the time comes for a second edition this book could be rendered
even more complete by the addition of some Hispanic melodies.
Pete A.Y. Gunter
University of North Texas
Catching Shadows, by David Haynes (Texas State Historical Association,
2/306 Richardson Hall, University Station, Austin, TX 78712) 1993.
P. 185. $19.95 Paper.
Photographers were among the most important recorders of
nineteenth-century Texas. Little is known about most of them, however, as
initially it was usually a trade for itinerants or a passing fancy for amateurs.
Their works, moreover, were distributed among their customers rather than
being gathered into distinct collections as were manuscripts or newspapers.
Every important depository and museum, therefore, has pictures that cannot
be reliably dated or attributed.
David Haynes of the Institute of Texas Cultures has earned the
gratitude of researchers and curators throughout our state by publishing this
directory of early Texas photographers. He lists each documented
practitioner, includes any known biographical data, and notes the dates and
places each practiced. He also provides subdirectories for women, blacks,
and immigrants as well as by decade and location.
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In compiling this guide Haynes and his col1eagues scoured
newspapers, tax records, censuses., almanacs, directories, and any other
source likely to show the identity and whereabouts of his subjects.
Hopefully this edition will soon be supplanted by an expanded and revised
edition as the author discovers new photographers and finds additional
details on the men and women currently listed.
Paul R. Scott
Harris County
Texas Ranger: Jack Hays in the Frontier Southwest, by James Kimmins
Greer (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station, TX
7784304354) 1993. Notes. Index. P. 237. $12.95 Paper. $24.50
Hardcover.
John Coffee (Jack) Hays was the epitome of a ranger captain.
Although quiet and unassuming, he led his men in battle by example,
always in the forefront of the action, fearless and intrepid no matter what
the odds, no matter how grave the danger. To the major enemies of Texans
- outlaws, Mexicans, Comanches and Apaches - he was a dreaded
adversary, admired from afar and feared in close combat. In literally
hundreds of engagements on the Texas frontier and during the Mexican
War, he demonstrated the Texas Ranger tradition of "you can't stop a man
who just keeps acamin' on."
In Jack Hays in the Frontier Southwest, which was first published in
1952, James Greer has focused on a twelve-year period from 1836 to 1848.
As a consequence, he has discussed in detail the exploits of Hays in
numerous Indian engagements (including Enchanted Rock), the dogged
resistance of the Hays' Rangers against the two Mexican invasions of San
Antonio in 1842, and Ranger actions with General Zachery Taylor at the
Battle of Monterrey in 1946 and with General Winfield Scott during the
conquest of Mexico in the spring and summer of 1847. Greer therefore
concluded that Hays, at the end of the Mexican War, L<had become one of
the most popular military leaders in America" (p. 212).
This reprint by the Texas A&M University Press surely serves its
purpose. Although Greer did not always identify individuals or clarify
geographic locations for the reader, his research on this first great Ranger
captain is impressive. Anyone interested in investigating the Republic
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